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ANY manufacturers spend considerable care 

and money in fitting up their showrooms to 
give just the right setting and atmosphere for their 
product. Equal care and thoughtfulness are needed 
in choosing the pefiodicals in which to display the 
advertising of such product. The Sunday School 
* Times offers an advertising setting and atmosphere 








unparalleled in the field of religious journals. - 














Shadow 


By Helen Frazee-Bower 
And the light shineth in darkness.—John 1: 5. 


* A LWAYS across the pathway of my thought 
One shadow falls, more brilliant than the. sun, 
One flash of midnight, in whose folds is caught 
The wonder of a daybreak just begun. 
All other shadows darken — this alone 
Gives light ; and straightway all the rugged road 
Is lit with glory! Stumbled by no stone, 
4, The care grows light, that else had been a load. 


Oh, lonely sentinel of Calvary, 
Blest Cross that held thé wounded Son of God, 
_I walk within thy shadow, and I see 
Dark things made light, old things made new. He trod 
The way of earth, world-weary, once.— He knows. 
Can any darkness follow where he goes ? 








Another Promise of His Coming 


God’s Word is pledged that Christ shall come 
again to this earth. Old Testament and New are 
filled with promises of this Second Coming. But we 
have not always realized that the indwelling of the 
Holy Spirit in every believer is such a promise. The 
Keswick Calendar quotes Dr. Anderson-Berry’s illu- 
minating statement on this. “The presence within us 
of the Holy Spirit is a pledge of the return of the 
Lord. How do I know that Jesus is coming again? 
He has promised? True; but, more than that, in 
the person of his Spirit making of me his dwelling 
I have a solemn pledge that he will return. The 
presence of the Third Person of the Holy Trinity is 
a proof, a pledge, a promise of, and secures the re- 
turn sooner or later of the Second Person.” The in- 
spired Word that tells us this is in Ephesians 1: 13, 14: 
“In whom [Christ] also after that ye believed, ye 
were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, which 
is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption 
of the purchased’ possession.” Christ has already 
bought us with his blood, but he has not yet fully 
redeemed his purchased possession. The bodies of 
all believers, living and dead, are in “the bondage 
of corruption.” When Christ comes again “creation 
itself . . . shall be delivered from the bondage of 
corruption into the glorious liberty of the children 
of God.” Meantime the whole creation, “and not only 
they, but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of 





the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, 
waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of 
our body. For we are saved by hope.... But if we 
hope for that we see not, then do we with patience 
wait for it” (Rom. 8:21-25). As we wait and look 
for “that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of 
the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ” (Tit. 
2:13), the Holy Spirit of God within our hearts is 
our pledge that we shall not be disappointed. 


= 
Kept in the Earthquake 


Earthquakes are increasing, not decreasing. They 
are occurring where they have seldom, if ever, been 
known before. The Lord said they would precede 
his coming to the earth again. Yet God can and 
will keep his children safe in the midst of disaster 
when he knows this is best. Japan was visited by 
another devastating earthquake a few months ago, 
and°a word from Miss Sadie L. Weidner, who con- 
ducts the Mino Mission (formerly the Seino Mission) 
at Ogaki will be welcomed by her many American 
friends. “Yes, the Lord has been our keeper during 
the terrible earthquake (March 7) and the many 
quakes since, for which we praise him. The evan- 
gelist and I were having prayer with a young man who 
had come for the first time, when this old house just 
shook and creaked as if it would go to pieces. Here 
in Ogaki the quake was worse than that at the time 
of the awful Tokyo earthquake of 1923. It was the 
worst shock I have ever experienced.” In a later 
letter Miss Weidner writes: “Canon Howitt’s article, 
‘The Precious Blood of Jesus Christ,’ is now being 
translated and I hope to have it in circulation by July. 


I covet the prayers of the Times staff that God may 
mightily use the leaflet.” Miss Weidner was in Amer- 
ica last year, and her messages and ministry at Vic- 
torious Life Conferences and elsewhere will long be 
remembered. Her Mission stands steadfastly, ‘ur the 
old faith and the whole Word. It has not th€ backing 
of any denominational or other organized board, but 
is entirely dependent on the prayers and gifts of God's 
people who are specially concerned in giving the Gos- 
pel in its purity and sufficiency to the Christless Jap- 
anese. The Sunday School Times gladly forwards 

ifts to this work as to other true testimonies to the 
aith at home and abroad. 


-— 
Mormon Zeal— and Ours 


Indifference to the truth cannot win against zeal 
for the untruth. Have Christians the zeal that Mor- 
mons have? A Christian evangelist who recently vis- 
ited Salt Lake City tells of an impressive scene before 
the Mormon Temple when one of the elders of the 
Mormon faith, who was addressing a large audience 
of tourists, called for any Mormon missionaries to 
come forward and tell the results accomplished in 
visiting various cities of the United States. Several 
young men stepped forward and gave glowing testi- 
monies. The elder then said: “It is the purpose of 
the Mormon. Church to send out its missionaries two 
by two to visit every home in every city of the United 
States, and also, as far as possible, in foreign lands. 
This is an ambitious program; but our strides to its 
accomplishment have been tremendous.” Is the Church 
of Christ as faithfal to the Lord’s command to make 
disciples of all nations? 


The Christ of India, or of the Bible? 


BOOK appeared two years ago that has deeply 

impressed many true Christian people. It has 

gone through twenty-one editions. Ministers 
and laymen are gripped by it; a well-known Bible 
Institute has highly commended it; some religious 
papers, and-The Literary Digest, have exploited it. 
But not only conservative Christians, but also Liberals 
and Modernists, are welcoming the book. It is issued 
by a denominational publishing house that is com- 
mitted to the positions of Modernism. What does it all 
mean? Has our Lord’s word any bearing here: “Woe 
unto you, when all men shall speak well of you! for so 
did their fathers to the false prophets”? (Luke 6/ 26.) 

The book is “The Christ of the Indian Road,” by 
E. Stanley Jones.1 A careful study of its message 
discloses why it -is commended by those who reject the 
old faith and the full inspiration of the Bible, and why, 
on the other hand, it makes such a strong appeal to 
true, conservative Christians. For it contains many 
statements on both sides of the life-and-death issue 
that is facing Christianity today. The Modernist sees 
that the author is committed to the “new view” of 
mankind and Christ and the Bible. But many a con- 
servative Christian, impressed by true and beautiful 
and Scriptural statements in the book, fails to see 
the subtle rejection of the Gospel and the Word that 
is the heart of its message. 

The great strength of the book is its loyalty and 
devotion to Christ. Christ is central throughout the 
volume: of this there can be no question. For ex- 
ample, to the objection to foreign missions often ex- 
pressed in the question concerning non-Christian peo- 
ples, “Aren’t they getting along pretty well without 
Christ?” Dr. Jones’ answer is a fine one: “I know 
of no one, East or West, who is getting along pretty 
well without Christ.” Again, when missions is called 
“international meddling,” the author says: “We an- 
nounce that we believe that we have discovered the 
center of this moral and spiritual universe — the per- 
son of Jesus. That causes confusion and upset. But 
when men once find that center they find that an 
orderly spiritual universe comes out of chaos. But 
we do not impose it upon men, we shar> it with them.” 

What can be wrong, many are asking, with a book 


tThe Abingdon Press, New York and Cincinnati, $1. 


that rings so trie on mankind’s need of Christ? The 
book itself is the answer. It will be seen, as one reads 
through, that the Christ of Stanley Jones, the Christ 
of the Indian Road, is not the Christ of God or of 
the Scriptures. India’s Christ, he says, “must not be 
a Christ bound with the grave clothes of long-buried 
doctrinal controversy.” He does not seem to realize 
that, as he tries to cast away what he mistakenly thinks 
of as grave clothes, he is casting away Christ and 
the Gospel; nor does he realize that the Christ set 
forth in this appealing book can-save no one, either 
in India or in America. 

The book is a typically Modernist message. Mod- 
ernism has many shades of form and expression; but 
its substance is always the same. It is always a subtle 
rejection of vital doctrines or truths of the Scrip- 
tures while claiming agreement with the Scriptures. 
It is always, as in this book, a plea for “restatement,” 
“reinterpretation,” “readjustment,” —an alleged new 
putting of old truth in order to meet new conditions 
or racial needs. But when carefully examined, Mod- 
ernism always is found to be a substitution of a coun- 
terfeit for the real truth of God, even when the 
Modernist may be sincerely unaware of this. 

It may be said, in passing, that the book is but 
another of the countless voices throughout the world 
today that are talking about a Christ, not the Christ. 
Never before in the history of the world has Christ 
been so prominent in the thoughts and conversations 
and writings of men. And never before has there 
been so little of the Blood Gospel, the only Gospel 
God knows or offers, in men’s talk about Christ. It 
is popular today to bring Christ to the front, — but 
not God’s Christ. The cross, also, is more talked 
about today than ever before; but it is not God's 
Cross; it is not Calvary. 

The vital errors in Dr. Jones’ book are his mis- 
representation of the natural man, man’s need of 
salvation, the character of God, the person of Christ, 
the cross, and the Gospel. Every Christian knows 
that these are vital themes indeed, and that error in 
presenting them may have eternal consequences. 

The purpose of the book is, the author says, “To 
describe how Christ is becoming naturalized upon 
the Indian Road. . . . Christian missions are but in 
their beginnings in India. With adjusted attitude 
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and spirit 1 they will bé needed in the East for decades 
and generations to come.” Some of the chapter titles 
indicate the book’s message and content: ‘The Grow- 
ing Moral and Spiritual Supremacy of Jesus’; “Jesus 
Comes Through Irregular Channeis— Mahatma 
Gandhi’s Part’; “Through the Regular Channels — 
Some Evangelistic Series’; “What or Whom?” 
“Christ and the Other Faiths”; “The Indian Interpre- 
tation of Jesus.” 
ReyectinG Curist’s Missionary Motive 

The book is a study of a great non-Christian people, 
and of the motive and message that should take Chris- 
tian missionaries to them. Discussing the missionary 
motive, — “why we are undertaking Christian mis- 
sions and ... what we are really trying to do,” — the 
author tells us that we have gotten beyond the mise 
taken ideas held by the pioneers of the foreign mis- 
sionary movement. “Some of the motives that were 
valid in the past are not holding good today. In the 
days when I volunteered to be a missionary the pre- 
vailing thought was that here is a cataract of human 
souls pouring over into perdition and that we were to 
rescue as many as possible. Rightly or wrongly, this 
idea is no longer prevailing as a motive for foreign 
missions.” 

Dr. Jones may seem to be open-minded in the ex- 
pression “rightly or wrongly.” But at once he makes 
it plain, in the same chapter and throughout his book, 
that he has not stated that old motive in order to de- 
fend it or to show that it is his own present position, 
but in order to reject it as one “of the motives that 
were valid in the past ... not holding good today” 
in his own life. He classes it with such mistaken 
missionary motives as that democracy is the “panacea 
for the world’s ills,” or that the East should be West- 
ernized. He does not seem to realize that the Lord said, 
“Wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to 
destruction, and many there be that go in thereat”; and 
that the passion to rescue as many of these as possible 
is stiil the prevailing motive of thousands of mission- 
aries. Every one of the independent and so-called “faith 
inissions,” like the China Inland Mission, Africa Inland 
Mission, Japan Evangelistic Band, Belgian Gospel Mis- 
sion, Inland South America Missionary Union, North 
East India General Mission, Christian and Missionary 
Alliance, South Africa General Mission, Central 
American Mission, Pioneer Mission Agency, and many 
others, together with a great number of missionaries 
working under the denominational boards, all recog- 
nize that what Dr. Jones repudiates as “not holding 
good today” is the Scriptural statement of the rea- 
son why we should carry the Gospel to the whole 
world. His statement that “this idea is no longer pre- 
vailing in the motive for foreign missions” is not 
accurate. Many will thank God that it is not true. 

Dr. Jones says that Christian missions are needed 
because “Christlike character is the highest that we 
know,” and because only in Christ can men have “a 
free, full life.’ But nowhere in his book does he say 
that men without Christ are lost; still less does he 
mention the teachings of Christ and the Bible con- 
cerning the second death, or hell. “Whosoever, was 
not found written in the book of life was cast into 
the lake of fire.’ That was the risen and g'orified 
Lord’s revelation to John, and in his earthly lifetime 
the Lord uttered, the same solemn verdict. The Christ 
of the Indian Road has no message on this. 

“ANOTHER GOSPEL” 

A dominant note throughout the book is its reiter- 
ated statement that “Jesus is the gospel —he him- 
self is the good news.” This may sound true at first 
glance, but it is not what the Scriptures say. Stan- 
ley Jones says, “I saw that the gospel lies in the per- 
son of Jesus.” God says that the Gospel is, not 
what Christ is, but what Christ has done. Paul by 
inspiration wrote: “I declare unto you the gospel 
which [ preached unto you, . .. by which also ye are 
saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto 
you, ... For I delivered unto you first of all that 
which I also received, how that Christ died for our 
sins according to the scriptures; and that he was 
buried, and that he rose again the third day according 
to the scriptures” (1 Cor. 15:1-4). If Christ had 
simply. always been what he is, and had not died, no 
soul would ever have been saved. Christ is “the same 
yesterday, and to day, and for ever’; but the Gospel 
had to be brought to pass at a certain time in his- 
tory, and at a certain geographical spot on the earth. 
As Dr. Griffith Thomas used to say, “Christ did not 
come to earth .in order to preach the Gospel, but in 
order that a Gospel might be preached.” 

“What have we in Christianity that is not found in 
any of the other systems?” asks Dr. Jones. He con- 
tinues: “I was asked by an Arya Samajist that very 
question. ‘What have you in your religion that we 
haven’t in ours?’ ... I answered, ‘Shall I tell you in 
a word? You have no Christ. [The italics are the 
author’s.] Just here is the great lack of the non- 
Christian faiths. ... They have no Christ. And lack- 
ing him, life lacks its supreme necessity.” This is 
true. But it will be noted that Dr, Jones here says 
nothing of the cross, of the Gospel, of the fact that 
Christ who is the glory. and center of Christianity 





1The italics in the quotations throughout this editorial 
are the Editor’s, 
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saves sinners by having become their Substitute, hav- 
ing died in their. stead, and having been raised again 
from the dead. It is true, again, that he says a great 
deal about the cross throughout his book, but it is 
the cross of the natural man oi which he writes, not 
the cross of Christ. This point will be discussed more 
fully later in this editorial. 

It is a vital, crucial point, the impertance of which 
cannot be overestimated, that it is not what Christ is, 
but what Christ has done, that saves men. If the 
eternal Son of God had been born of a virgin, and in 
his incarnation had lived a human lifetime on earth, 
sinless, altogether lovely, chiefest among ten thousand, 
showing forth in human flesh and blood .what God 
would have men to be, and then had returned to 
Heaven without dying to pay the penalty of man’s 
sin, every human being since Adam's fall would have 
been forever lost. Christ himself, we may say it 
reverently for God says it in his Word, could not save 
a soul by merely being the glorious Christ that he is. 
He had to do something about it. Thank God, the 
l‘ather and the Son were willing to do it! God made 
Christ, who knew no sin, to be sin for us, that we 
might be made the righteousness of God in him (2 
Cor. 5:21). That is what we have that the religions 
of India, and of all the rest of the world, do not have. 
But it is not found in “The Christ of the Indian Road.” 

Some may think that these vital truths are taught 
in this book because the author speaks of “Christ and 
him crucified,’ and the atonement, and the resurrec- 
tion, and insists on their necessity. But his account 
of his own methods and principles of evangelistic work, 
and his full and clear unfolding of his central posi- 
tions and teachings, show that he does not mean 
what the Bible means by these terms, and that, as 
“The Christian” of London says, quoting the Rev. 
R. Wright Hay, formerly a missionary among edu- 
cated Indians, now Secretary of the Bible League: 
“Judged by what it does not contain of saving truth 
it is not a book to be received or commended by 
Christian people.” 


His Opejection To Doctrines 


The only true missionary message that Paul knew 
was that which set forth, unsparingly, the blackness 
and hopelessness of man’s sin and what Christ had 
done about it. Think or say what one may about 
doctrines, the only message of the Spirit-filled and 
Spirit-used apostles on and after the Day of Pente- 
cost was a doctrinal one. Dr. Jones is frankly op- 
posed to this. 

In his chapter on “What or Whom?” he says: “It 
is Christ who unites us; it is doctrines that divide.” 
But that is just what the Lord himself said would 
happen as a result of His work. “I have a baptism to 
be baptized with; and how amr I straitened till it be 
accomplished! Suppose ye that I am come to give 
peace on earth? I tell you, Nay; but rather division: 
for from henceforth there shall be five in one house 
divided, three against two, and two against three” 
(Luke 12: 50-52). 


Does Curist Futritt HinpuisM? 


And Dr. Jones is trying to bring together things that 
God has eternally divided. He quotes approvingly 
the words of a Hindu lawyer of Madras: “The re- 
invigoration of Hinduism is only possible through the 
Christ spirit.’ Paul, to whom the Gospel in its full- 
ness was revealed supernaturally by Christ, did not 
try to reinvigorate the worship of Diana of the Ephe- 
sians. Dr. Jones’ chapter on “Christ and the Other 
Faiths” is a protest against the idea that the Gospel 
must totally condemn all other religions. He asks, “Is 
the slate to be wiped clean and the past absolutely 
blotted out?” His answer is that, as Christ said of 
the Old Testament law, “I came not to destroy but to 
fulfill, so Christ may turn to India and say the same 
of her religions.” Can spiritual blindness go much 
farther than that—to liken Judaism and Hinduism? 


DISHONORING THE OL_p TESTAMENT 


Dr, Jones does not give to the Old Testament the 
authority that he gives to the New. In this he differs 
with Christ, whose teachings referred men continually 
and insistently to the Old Testament as the infallible 
Word of God. Dr. Jones says in his Introduction, on 
“Clearing the Issues”: “When I first went to India 
I was trying to hold a very long line—a line that 
stretched clear from Genesis to Revelation, on to 
Western Civilization and to the Western Christian 
Church. I found myself bobbing up and down that 
line fighting behind Moses and David and Jesus and 


Paul and Western Civilization and the Christian 
Church. I was worried. There was no well-defined 
issue. I found the battle almost invariably being 


pitched at one of these three places: the Old Testa- 
ment, or Western Civilization, or “the Christian 
Church.” 

Here is a sadly confused and confusing statement 
for a Christian missionary. The worst of the con- 
fusion is not merely in the former position of the 
author, but equally in the position to which he came 
later and which he presents throughout his book. It 
consists of two serious errors. 

First, he does not see that Genesis is as supremely 
and infallibly God’s Word as every syllable that came 
from the earthly lips of the Lord during his incarna- 
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tion. He does not see that God spoke as infallibly 
through Moses and David and Paul as through His 
Son. ‘The Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ is found 
in the Pentateuch, but Dr. Jones does not believe this. 
Any Christian missionary who gets out from “the line 
that stretches clear from Genesis to Revelation” is 
turning away from the Word of God and getting on 
to the enemy’s ground. He will be helplessly confused 
as he attempts to answer such questions as Dr. Jones 
faced in his Round Table meetings with Indians. 
And second, the author speaks of Moses, and David, 
and Paul, and Western Civilization, and the existing 
Christian Church with al! its errors and apostasy, as 
though they were similarly untrustworthy guides or 
teachers. He is right in insisting that India ought 
never to take Christ or Christianity if these must be 
identified with our Western Civilization, or with the 
failures and sins and apostasy of the professing and 
visible Christian Church. He is not right when he 
lets India think that Moses and David and Paul are 
to be set aside as if their teachings had something in 
common with the mistakes and failures of Western 
Civilization and the professing Christian Church. 


This editorial will be concluded in next week’s issue, and 
will discuss the following points in connection with Dr. 
Jones’ book: 

That Gandhi and other unbelievers may have and show 
the spirit of Christ. 

That Gandhi (a Hindu) and the India Nationalist Move- 
ment exemplify Calvary. 

How the Christ of the Indian Road appeals to the natu- 
ral man’s pride and self-confidence. 

That unconverted pagans (one of whom was usually 
drunk) were invited to preside at Dr. Jones’ evangelistic 
meetings. 

That man may ‘pass: on’ the ‘character of God. : 

The seven essentially harmful teachings of the book 
summarized. 


Does criticism of this book arise from failure to “under- 
stand the Indian mind”? 
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Our Early English Bible 


Why are words misspelled in the King James Version, 
such as “musick” (Luke 15:25), “publick’ (Matt. 
1:19), “Esaias’? (Matt. 3:3), “Jeremy” (Matt. 27:9), 
etc.?—An Adirondack Reader. 

The translators of the English Bible who, under 
King James in 1611, produced what is undoubtedly 
the most perfect and satisfactory English version of 
the Scriptures in existence, would have been shocked 
had they known that they would be accused, some day, 
of misspelling English words. The words about which 
this reader inquires are correctly spelled, according - 
to the best canons of the English literature of the 
seventeenth century. Since then we have dropped the 
final k at the end of such words as music and public, 
but it was quite correct in 1611, as other English 
literature shows. ‘“Esaias” is a correct translitera- 
tion of the Greek word that occurs in the New Testa- 
ment in Matthew 3:3; it is the Greek rendering of 
the Old Testament prophet Isaiah. Similarly as to 
the Greek word “Jeremy” for the Old Testament Jere- 
miah, 

The King James or Authorized Version of the Bible 
is one of the purest, most faultless works of English 
literature in the world today. Other translations and 
revisions have been made, and some of them render 
real service in using English words or expressions that 
are correct ‘today and that replace earlier English 
words now obsolete. Still other renderings of mod- 
ern versions have the advantage of fuller light, through 
researches and discovery, on just what the original 
Greek or Hebrew of the Bible was. But no version 
has ever surpassed the King James in its general 
beauty and accuracy of rendering. The note on this 
subject in the Introduction of the Scofield Reference 
Bible is significant: 

“After mature reflection it was determined to use 
the Authorized Version. None of the many Revisions 
have commended themselves to the people at large. 
The Revised Version, which has now been before the 
public for twenty-seven years, gives no indication of 
becoming in any general sense the people’s Bible of 
the English-speaking world. The discovery of the 
Sinaitic MS. and the labours in the field of textual 
Criticism» of such scholars as Griesbach, Lachmann, 
Tischendorf, Tregelles, Winer, Alford, and Westcott 
and Hort, have cleared the Greek textus receptus 
of minor inaccuracies, while confirming in a renark- 
able degree the general accuracy of the Authorized 
Version of that text. Such emendations of the text 
as scholarship demands have been placed in the mar- 
gins of this edition, which therefore combines the 
dignity, the high religious value, the tender associa- 
tions of the past, the literary beauty and remarkable 
general accuracy of the Authorized Version, with the 
results of the best textual scholarship.” 


























Lesson for July 17 
1 Samuel -16': 1-23 
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- ‘Newton—Giant of Science, and a Christian 


One of the world’s greatest intellects that was ‘‘ foolish ’’ 


enough to believe the Bible 


ns Ore 


By George McCready Price, M.A. 














of observing saints’ days; 1 mean, fond of ob- 

serving the anniversary dates of the great men 
of science of other times. This year there are a good 
many such days, the most notable being March 20, 
1927, which was the two hundredth anniversary of 
the death of Sir. Isaac Newton, and which was ob- 
served with suitable speeches and papers at his birth- 
place, Grantham, Lincolnshire. In a small manor house 
some six miles. out of this quaint old market town, 
Newton first saw the light on Christmas Day, 1642, as 
a wee delicate infant so small that he might have been 
put into a quart mug. Yet in spite of his unpromis- 
ing beginning, which if the extreme eugenists had had 
their way would not have encouraged his survival, he 
lived until almost eighty-five; and is quite generally 
acknowledged to have heen absolutely the greatest 
scientific discoverer and quite the most profound mind 
of all the ages. 

Dr. J. H. Jeans, the. Secretary of the Royal So- 
ciety, said at this anniversary celebration that Newton 
was “certainly. the greatest man of science, and per- 
haps the greatest intellect, that the human race has 
seen.” Many similar declarations of modern scholars 
might be given, and they would but confirm the opin- 
ions formed by, Newton’s contemporaries. Even Vol- 
taire, though prone to disparage the great scientist’s 
addiction to. Bible study and especially to the study 
of the prophecies, wrote of him: “If all the geniuses 
of the universe were assembled, he should lead the 
band.” Some misleading reports have made it appear. 
that Newton’s discoveries in connection with gravita- 
tion and other physical and mathematical principles 
have been quite superseded by Einstein and his theories 
of relativity. . But not so thought the eminent group 
of English astronomers, physicists, and mathematicians 
that gathered in this Lincolnshire village to do honor 
to the memory of one whom all acknowledged to have 
accomplished a work that seems ever more amazingly 
modern the more we discover of the secrets of nature, 
—a -work which. seemingly will stand secure for all 


Te: English scientists are becoming very fond 


And all this modern homage is in spite of the very 
natural tendency on the part of these modern men, 
with so different an outlook on man and the universe, 
to think slightingly of one who was always devotedly 
religious, and who probably spent more time in study- 
ing the prophecies of Daniel than in working gut his 
“Principia,” the masterpiece on which his fame chiefly 
rests. 

It may be worth our while to consider briefly some 
phases of his career, as a mathematician, a physicist- 
astronomer, and as a Christian. 


How He Came to Master Mathematics 


It seems surprising that he gave no early evidence 
of an especial aptitude for mathematics. -When he 
went to Cambridge, at the age of nineteen, he does 
not seem to have had any training whatever in mathe- 
matics. About this time, however,ehe happened to 
pick up a book on astrology at Stourbridge Fair; and 
when he found he could not understand a certain dia- 
gram in this book without a knowledge of trigonome- 
try, he purchased an English Euclid and went over it 
by himself. He found it so easy that he soon threw 
it aside as “a trifling book,” and went on to master 
all that was then known of higher mathematics. So 
well did he progress that early in 1665, when he took 
his B.A. degree, at the age of twenty-three, he had 
discovered the binominal theorem and had invented 
the differential calculus, or the infinitesimal -calculus, 
which has become a wonderfully useful tool for sci- 
entific investigation. As he was very reluctant to pub- 
lish the results of his work, not seeing “what tnere 
is desirable in public esteem,” as he quaintly expressed 
it, we are not certain just when some of his mathe- 
matical discoveries were made, This uncertainty gave 
rise even in his own day to some discussion as to 
whether Leibnitz had not anticipated him in some 
things; but it is now generally conceded that in these 
respects Leibnitz and Newton were independent dis- 
coverers. 

In physics he was a most ingenious experimenter, 
and was very proficient in making and using apparatus. 
He made the first reflecting telescope with his own 
hands; he was the first to display and work out the 
analysis of white light into the varied colors of the 
spectrum, which he also combined together again into 
ordinary light. As another has expressed it, he “un- 
twisted the shining robe of day” and then recombined 
the separate strands into the original garment. In 
short, he worked out almost all that modern science 
now knows regarding the subject of optics; and if 
his corpuscular theory of light was for a century or 
more quite discarded, the modern quantum theory is 





True science knows no disagreement with God’s 
Word, despite the self-confident assertions of 
scientists falsely so-called. Im every age and 
generation there have been those truly great 
thinkers whose minds have not been clouded by 
the wisdom of this world, but who have seen, 
with the eye of faith, beyond all that man’s science 
could reveal, an omnipotent Creator and a loving 
Father. 


Professor Price will be remembered for his 
valuable contributions to The Sunday School 
Times in defense of the faith against the claims of 
evolution. He is at present doing research work 
abroad, while on leave of absence as Professor of 
Geology at Union College, Nebraska, 








practically a return to the principles laid down by 
Newton before the fantastic theories of the ether led 
physicists on a wild goose chase. In passing, it is in- 
teresting to note that Professor E. S. Eddington is 
now telling us that these “new views in physics have 
taken all the determinism out of physical science; and 
that whatever views we may hoid regarding human 
free will on philosophical grounds, we can no longer 
appeal to physics (and the law of the conservation of 
energy) against this idea of human freedom. 

When the modern textbooks tell us that Newton 
discovered or formulated the law of universal gravita- 
tion, they give us no proper conception of the im- 
mense amount of astronomical work that was in- 
volved in this discovery. I have not the space to go 
into the matter in detail; suffice it to say that Galileo, 
Kepler, and Descartes had done something in the way 
of preparation for such a discovery, that Newton had 
to master all that was then known regarding astro- 
nomical physics, and had then to bring order out of 
chaos and work out mathematically problems regard- 
ing the moyements of the planets and the moon which 
had been the despair of ail preceding investigators. 
He had to invent his own mathematics in order to 
solve some of these problems; but even then some 
of them were so complicated in nature that he had 
to leave them unsolved, a condition in which they still 
remain. He has told us that he had to give up think- 


-ing about the moon, for the problems involved in try- 


ing to account for its complicated motions made his 
head ache. 

But in all this discussion we must not lose sight of 
Newton’s deeply religious nature, nor of the way in 
which he always made provision in his thinking for 
the Creator and for the continual activity of the Cre- 
ator in upholding the things he has made. The theory 
of universal gravitation seemed to reduce the universe 
to inevitable law, and seemed to give a purely mechan- 
ical explanation of the phenomena of nature. The 
deists of the seventeenth and. eighteenth centuries 
were very fond of quoting Newton’s discoverfés in 
favor of their creed. But not’so with the great. mind 
of the master scientist himself. As the London Times 
expresses it: 


To What He Ascribed Gravitation $ 


“Newton insisted that all theories must be based 
upon the observation of phenomena, and consist in de- 
ductions from the phenomena. And he objected to 
his contemporaries’ predilection for filling space with 
all kinds -of aethers and fluids for which there was 
no evidence. His own theory of gravitation was not, 
in his~mind, an hypothesis. He did: not present it as 
explaining the mutual attraction of bodies for one an- 
other. He did not see that he was required to give 
such an explanation. What he had given was a mathe- 
matical description of the way bodies actually be- 
haved. He did not profess to say why they behaved 
in that way. As a matter of fact, he did not think that 
science could give an answer to that question, since 
he thought gravitational action due to the direct ac- 
tivity of God” 
March 17, 1927; p. 168). 

And I am sure that in this respect Newton was right 
and most of his contemporaries were wrong, — yes, 
and most modern men of science are also wrong. 
True, they almost universally acknowledge that all 
these manifestations of “action at a distance” (like 
gravitation) are quite unexplainable in a mechanical 
way; SO eminent an authority as the late E. P. Lewis, 
of the University of California, admitted: “We do 
not know, nor can we ever. expect to know, the mech- 
anism of gravitation” (Science, Nov. 23, 1923). But 
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very few among men of science, either ancient or mod- 
ern, are willing to acknowledge that we see in these 
things a direct manifestation of the power of Him in 
whom “we live and move and have our being.” 

We can never divorce Newton the humble Chris- 
tian believer from Newton the intellectual giant and 
star-measuring genius. As F. S. Marvin tells us in 
“Nature,” Newton is the noblest example of a mind 
that can work out profound discoveries in the labora- 
tory, and can then come out and shut thé door and 
leave all these instruments and results behind and intact, 
“while it proceeds in its oratory to speculate about 
the Unknown and write numerous works on divinity 
and prophecy” (Supplement, March 26, 1927; p. 27). 

And the reason for this ability to keep scientific 
study and religious ideas in their proper relationship 
toward one another was due to his profound faith 
in the Creator’s direct control of all the phenomena 
of nature, and to a conviction that in studying nature 
he himself was but thinking over God's thoughts after 
Him. It has been said of Newton that no man ever 
lived whose mind was less confused; and I am sure 
that this clearness of mental outlook was conspicuously 
shown in his resolute determination to keep facts and 
theories everlastingly separate and distinct. If our 
modern students of geology and biology would only 
follow the example of Newton, we would soon be 
relieved of the vast conglomeration of facts and fan- 
tastic speculations that now pass under the name of 
modern evolutionary science. 


Voltaire’s Warning 


Just one more word in closing. [I have already 
mentioned that Newton was much interested in the 
study of the prophetical parts of the Bible. His 
“Observations on the Prophecies of Daniel and the 
Apocalypse of St. John,” as might be expected, is emi- 
nently sane and reverent, showing how these predic- 
tions have many of them already been fulfilled in the 
history of the rise and fall of empires since Daniel’s 
day. In his comment on Daniel 12:4, where it is 
stated that in the time of the end “many shall run to 
and fro, and knowledge shall be mcreased,” he stated 
that he had no dowbt that much swifter means of 
travel would yet be found; he would not be surprised 
if people some day would be traveling at the rate of 
fifty miles an hour. When this suggestion was made, 
some two hundred years ago, the mere mention of such 
incredible speed almost took people’s breath away. 
Voltaire, who was fond of quoting Newton’s law of 
gravitation in support of his own deism, could refer 
to this comment on the prophecy of Daniel only as an 
awful warning against the idea of taking the Bible 
literally ; in his view it was a sad example of how the 
study of the prophecies had led a wonderfully wise 
man to make an utter fool of himself. In our day we 
are better prepared to consider who it was that made 
a fool of himself, the clever skeptic or the reverent 
believer in the Bible. And if we are acquainted with 
the heated discussions of about a hundred years later 
than Newton, when Stephenson was first proposing 
to travel at a rate of twenty or thirty miles an hour, 
and note how such “terrific” speed was declared unsafe 
and really suicidal, we can better appreciate Newton’s 
clearness of thinking and his calm confidence in the 
predictions of Holy Writ, when he declared, simply on 
his understanding of Daniel’s prophecy, that people 
would before the end of the age be traveling at what 
was then a wholly incredible rate of speed. 

Surely the study of the life of such a man as Sir 
Isaac Newton, “that prince of philosophers,” ought to 
inspire us to greater faith in God’s Word, and greater 
assurance that all the noisy babble of the camp fol- 
lowers of modern science can never disturb the real- 
ities of that revelation which the God of Heaven has 
given to be forever the guide of mankind. 

Forever stand the bulwarks of God’s truth, 
While ages roll and kingdoms rise and fall; 
Within its towers the Church of God uprears, 
And angel watchmen ever guard its walls. 


Unswerved, undaunted, and unmoved fore’er, 
God’s Word withstands the ravages of time, 

And all assaults of earthly power and might 
Are vanquished by its glorious truth sublime, 


Watrorp, Herts, ENG. 
‘4 


“Missionary Studies for the Suxday-School,” by 
G. H. Trull, are most helpful, inexpensive booklets, 
the second series dealing with the indian and African 
races, and the third treating such topics as The Immi- 
grants, India, Carey, Judson, Scudder and Duff. (The 
Sunday School Times Co, Philadelphia, 25 cents for 
each series, postage 2 cents.) 
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Jew’s search for cleansing and peace 





The Tragedy of Israel’s Zeal for God 


Feasts that reveal the longing and uncertainty in the 


By S. B. Rohold, F.R.G.S. 








Last week Mr. Rohold, who is in charge of the work of the British Jews’ Society for the Propagation of the 
Gospel at the Mt. Carmel Bible School, Haifa, Palestine, told of the superstitious fears and customs that sutround 


the birth and training of orthodox Jewish boys. 


This week he concludes his story of how Israel is ‘‘going about to 


establish their own righteousness, ’’ by telling the meaning of the principal Jewish ceremonies and feasts. 


(Concluded from last week’s issue) 


OSH-HA’SHANAH, the first of Tishri (Sept. 

7th), is observed as the New Year. The Jews 

earnestly believe that God Almighty sits on the 
throne of judgment during that day. There is.a pair of 
large scales on which their merits or righteous deeds 
are put on one side and their sins and evil deeds on the 
other and they are balanced. There is the Sanci'ger 
(the good detending angel) who enumerates all one’s 
merits for the whole year, and then there is the Ka’= 
teiger (the accusing and evil angel) who enumerates 
all one’s sins. And now in great consternation they 
wonder which side will outweigh the other! If the 
good deeds, — then of course they will be written for 
life. But, oh, if the sins are the heavier! What then? 

The true feeling of fear resulting out of this uncer- 
tainty cannot be realized by those who have never been 
members of an orthodox synagogue. What a sol- 
emnity comes over the people when the Baal-To’kea 
‘(the special functionary who blows the Ram’s Horn) 
makes the blessing, and gives the forty prescribed 
sounds. If by some misfortune the Shofar refuses to 
let the sounds come forth, for it is very difficult to 
perform on this instrument, every one gets excited, 
for they hope and pray that the sounds of the Ram’s 
Horn may confuse the Ka’tciger (the accuser) while 
he is engaged in his abominable business of speaking 
evil. After the service they greet one another: “A 
Happy New Year; may you be written for life!” 

It is customary on the afternoon of the first day 
of the New Year to visit a running stream, on the 
seashore, and say “Tashlich” (“Thou wilt cast”). This 
word occurs during the service when they recite from 
Micah 7:18-21. “Thou wilt cast all their sins into 
the depths of the sea.” After the service they shake 
their garments with zest, expecting their sins, by 
divine intervention, will fall into the water. 

Ase’reth Ye’mei Te’shubah. After the two-day New 
Year has been observed there is practically nothing to 
indicate assurance of forgiveness, happiness, or life. 
Though God sat in judgment and things have been 
carefully written in the Book above, all is not ended; 
there is a chance, the seal has not been attached; and 
there is opportunity to gain divine favor. So the re- 
ligious vigilance is increased to an incredible degree 
during these “ten days of repentance.” Even “a fish 
in the water trembles” during these Yomim Nei’roim 
(fearful days). Practically day and night is spent in 
penance and prayer to secure forgiveness of sins and 
thus gain divine favor. 

On the eve of the ninth of Elul, all pious Israelites 
provide themselves with a Kapporah (a rooster for 
the male, and a hen for the female). After reciting 
the prepared prayers and petitions, they swing the 
‘ fowl nine times around their heads, fervently reciting: 
“This is my substitute; this is my commutation; this 
is my atonement; this rooster goes to death and I may 
be gathered and inherit a long and happy life ‘into 
Peace.” By this ceremony the Jew gives a more 
definite illustration of the necessity of an atonement 
sacrifice. The code of Law also exhorts: “As soon 
as one has performed the order of the atonement, he 
should lay his hand on it, —“As the hand was used to 
be laid on the sacrifice,’ —and immediately give it to 
be slaughtered.” The fowl is taken to the Sho’chet 
(a rabbi specially qualified to kill according to rites 
of the oral law). The fowl is thefi given to the poor. 

One does not need to add that this proves clearly 
that although the Jews are trying to find righteous- 
ness by their good deeds and merits, they evidently do 
hot trust in their merits. 


Yom Kippur. What does the Christian know of 
the significance and meaning of these two words, 
“Day of Atonement,” to the observant Jew? The 
solemnity with which the minute details are observed 
cannot be described. Long before the appointed hour 
the synagogues are crowded, and unlike ordinary days 
there is no friendly intercourse one with the other; 
it is too serious a business, — every one is by himself. 
The synagogue is a mass of light, for every one brings 
a large lamp filled with sweet olive oil, calculated to 
last for twenty-six hours. It is a bad omen if it goes 
out before the sunset of the roth. 

The service is ushered in by the oldest and inost 
pious members of the synagogue taking out all the 
scrolls of the Ark of the Covenant and declaring with 
bitter tears a permission to conduct the service even 
with those who have broken the covenant and who 
are not known. Then the Cha’san, with his choir of 
little bovs all dressed in white, leads the congregation 
in their prayers. 

Some Israelites after the long evening service do 


not go home even for a little sleep, but they remain 
in the synagogue all night and spend their time in 
prayer and supplication, while some add further to 
the penance and mortification of the flesh by standing 
all the twenty-four hours on their feet. All this, in 
addition to fasting and loud praying, is indeed an afflic- 
tion to the soul. We have known of strong men, in 
the prime of life, drop down iy fainting fits in the 
latter hours of the day, but they often persist in re- 
suming the standing position as soon as they recover. 

There are all kinds of prayers. The lineal descend- 
ants of Aaron the high priest pronounce the Cohanim 
three times during the day, the Aaronic blessing. The 
scrolls of the Law are taken out and read. There are 
prayers to be said silently; there are prayers to be 
said loudly and at the top of the voice. All these 
bodily afflictions the rabbis deem necessary in order 
to secure atonement for their sins. 

We dare not attempt to describe the liturgy, but 
some are magnificent and of a very high order. Its 
spiritual lessons are lofty and some of the Piyutim, 
as the prayers are called, may have been written by 
earnest Christian men. For example, Isaiah 53 is 
paraphrased identically, depicting everything that hap- 
pened in the life of our Lord the Christ of God as 
the complete atonement. When the Cha’san recites 
the glorious things that took place on that day in the 
Temple when the high priest entered within the veil 
and returned without any evil occurring to him, all 
the people cry in plaintive tones: “Happy be the eyes 
that saw all these things; but verily, to hear of them 
afflicts our souls. Happy the eyes that saw our Tem- 
ple and the joy of our congregation, but verily, to 
hear them afflicts our souls.” 

During the afternoon service there is one of the 
most despairing prayers: ‘These burnt offerings have 
ceased, and the sacrifices are discontinued. Wherewith 
shall we then approach Him who dwelleth on high, 
for there is none amongst us who is fit to appease 
Thee with supplications, to seek for mercy for us, that 
we may find grace? Indeed, when our ancestors sin- 
ned aforetime they brought sin and trespass offer- 
ings, which surely atoned for them. But now the sac- 
rifice and meat offerings are removed, and Thy dwell- 
ing place, the Temple, is destroyed. We, therefore, 
are not able to supplicate Thy presence, to turn away 
Thy wrath. Wherewith shall we wash away the filth 
of our shame, and make atonement for our transgres- 
sion, since Thou didst disdain to accept the sacrifice 
and the sacrificer? Jf there is no atonement, whence 
then shall salvation come to those who are daily pol- 
luted with sin, iniquity and wickedness? Our errors 
remain with us because the continual evening sacrifice 
faileth. Trangressions are not diminished amongst 
us, but we add daily thereto; our iniquities are great 
and have increased abundantly. All these have failed 
and we remain deprived of them.” 

It seems as if unwillingly they drift in seeking pro- 
tection from the atonement which God himself has 
provided for the sins of men, as indicated by the fol- 
lowing prayer used on the Day of Atonement: “Mes- 
siah our righteousnéss has turned from-us; we have 
been dispersed and there is no one to justify us. He 
bears our sins and the’ yoke of our transgressions, 
and He has been bruised for our transgressions. He 
bears on his shoulders our sins to find forgiveness for 
our sins; we are healed by his stripes. From eternity 
a new creation, at the time to create Him, From the 
globe of the earth bring Him [the Messiah] up, from 
Seir may He come forth, in order to let us hear it on 
the Mount of Lebanon for the second time through 
the enduring one.” 

This service ends with: sunset when the Ba’al -Fekoah 
takes out the Shofar (ram’s horn) and gives: one long 
blast, and every one in the synagogue shouts at the 
top of his voice seven times, “Jehovah —he is. God.” 
After this they give a long shout, “He’shana-Habah’ 
Be’yerushalayim!” (“Next vear in Jerusalem!’’) They 
greet one another: “Happy New Year—may you 
be sealed for life.” On New Year’s day they greet one 
another: “May you be written for life.’ That has 
been done and now they expect they will be sealed. 
All these agonizing penances to obtain the divine favor 
and yet there is no assurance that the longings of 
their heart have been attained. 

Hoshanah Rabbah (The Great Hosanna) is the pop- 
ular name for the great day of the Feast of Taber- 
nacles. This is one of the most important of days. It 
is a solemn occasion, — the climax of all things. Dur- 
ing that day each Israelite is supposed to’ receive a 
White Note from Heaven. 

The character of this day as distinguished from the 
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others of the Feast dates back to the time of the 
Temple, probably to. the first Hasmoneans, or even 
earlier. There is a-.great procession on that day in 
the synagogue, besides the Lulave and Ethrog, extra 
willow branches are gathered, and “Hoshana!” (“Save 
now!) is often repeated. Toward the end of the 
service the Lulave and Ethrog are laid aside, every wor- 
shiper takes up a branch of willow, and all join in 
the hymn, “Kol Me-basser, Me’basser ’we-omer”’ (“A 
voice brings news, brings news and says’), expressing 
thus their Messianic hopes. Then they strike off the 
leaves from the branches, 

It is the custom for the Sha’mes of the synagogue to 
supply every home with the required number of these 
willow branches, for which he is liberally rewarded. 
When the Temple stood, water was brought from the 
Pool of Siloam with great rejoicing, and poured by a 
priest upon the altar or sacrifice through a silver fun- 
nel, at the same time another priest poured the wine 
of libation into a corresponding funnel, the people 
meanwhile joining the priests and Levites in singing 
the great Hallel, each bearing his Lulave in his right 
hand, and his Ethrog in his left. It was on that day, 
and evidently during the silence that followed the 
chanting of the Hallel, that “Jesus stood and cried, 
saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and 
drink” (John 7: 37). 

The tragedy of all is this. Speaking to a very re- 
ligious orthodox Jew at the end of this festival when 
they greet one another, “May you receive a White 
Note,” we ask: “Now you have made a tremendous 
effort for nearly two months seeking to attain divine 
favor, to be written -and sealed in the Book of Life, 
and expect to receive a White Note from Heaven — 
have you received it?” The best that the poor man 
can say is, “I hope so.” The sad expression of his 
face, the uncertainty, the longing to attain the unat- 
tainable is visible everywhere on his countenance, but 
he brightens up and asks, “Now have you the assur- 
ance of a note from Heaven?” We say, “Yes,” and we 
open the Word of-God and read from Jeremiah 31: 31- 
34 which closes up so beautifully : “And they shall teach 
no more every man his neighbour, and every man his 
brother, saying, Know the Lord: for they shall all 
know me, from the least of them unto the greatest of 
them, saith the Lord: for I will forgive their iniquity, 
and I will remember their sin no more,” and we point 
him to the Lamb of God that taketh away the sins 
of the world, and to our High Priest who entered 
within the veil not with the blood of beasts and goats 
but by his own precious blood and therefore brought 
a complete salvation, and the believer has the divine 
assurance sealed on his heart and the law is written 
within him, 

Toronto, Can. 








- Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 




















Questions for answer, and other communications, 
may be addressed to Mother Ruth, The Sunday 
School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. No 
names, or addresses or identity will be published in 
The Sunday School Times; and if questions are too 
personal for an answer in these columns, Mother 
Ruth will be glad to reply individually if possible, 
if return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: My husband and I are strong advo- 
cates for tithing. But he never joins my name with his 
in forwarding any money to missions, nor does he give 
me a share of it for my own personal giving. Do you 
think I am selfish or high minded in wanting to be pars 
taker? I get discouraged sometimes and feel so low in 
spirit, for there does not seem to be the unity I so much 
desire. 


Y DEAR SISTER: I think your. husband is 

thoughtless, isn’t he? I believe in perfect frank- 
ness between man and wife, and if you let him know 
you feel that he is ignoring you by not giving you a 
part in these gifts, it may change him. If it does 
not, and you have money coming into your hands for 
the house and for the necessities of life, ask God to 
help you so to expend that money that you will have 
some for the causes you want to help. 

Now I hope you do not want to have your name 
attached to your giving. The sweetest gifts I have 
ever given have been those that nobody knew about, 
only my Lord and I. If we give for the glory of 
self, we are not giving to the glory of the Lord, I 
do not blame you for wanting a part in the gifts, 
but bear in mind that God knows and realizes. If 
you will give from special sacrifice of your own, he 
will know it and bless you accordingly. : 

Do you remember the woman with the mite? She 
gave more than all others, the Lord said, because she 
gave her all. Read it all through again and let the 
lesson from it sink deep into your. heart, and know 
it is never to be done alone, but always with the dear 
Lord knowing just how everything stands. Oh, it 
is so glorious that he understands, isn’t it? Read 
Mark 12: 41-44. 
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Lesson for July 17 
zt Samuel 16: 1-13 
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How a Korean school spreads its teachers, by 
auto truck, over a five-mile circuit 


Forty-nine Branches to This Sunday School 


By Lee S. Huizenga, M.D. 














Dr. Huizenga, who tells this remarkable story of the growth of a little Korean Sunday-school of twenty-five 
pupils into a great organization of forty-nine branches and over two hundred teachers, is a medical missionary of © 
i the Christian Reformed Church, stationed at Jukao, Ku, China, now on furlough. 


was in the interior of Korea, in the city of 

Kwangju, a city of about twenty thousand in- 
habitants. Here the Gospel was first introduced about 
twenty years ago. 

This Sunday-school is the work of two laymen. 
Eighteen years ago it was organized with about twenty- 
five pupils. Last Sunday I was asked to accompany 
one of the laymen to see the work. While speeding 
along in his auto just outside the city limits, he pointed 
out a Ford truck filled with neatly dressed Koreans, 
both men and women. : 

“Those,” he said, “are some of our. Sunday-school 
teachers. ‘They are taken out by auto every Sunday 
morning to the various branch Sunday-schools.” 

“How many branches have you?” I asked. 

“In a circuit of about five miles from town we have 
forty-nine Sunday-schools, scattered about in town and 
in the near-by villages.” 

Just then he stopped his car at the side of the road, 
and invited us to follow him. We walked about one- 
fifth of a mile to a little village. These Korean vil- 
lages are unique, — practically all. the homes have 
straw roofs. The house is built of timber and plas- 
tered with mud. One room, the kitchen, has a ground 
floor. The other rooms have a floor about two feet 
from the ground, and are so arranged that the smoke 
of the kitchen passes under the floor, through flues, 
and escapes on the opposite side of the house, thus 
heating the floor during the winter time. In the sum- 
mer the smoke is directed elsewhere, or the cooking is 
done outside the kitchen, in the open. 

The heated rooms are very neat and clean, and the 
. floor is covered with an oil paper which gives it a 

very homelike effect. Koreans sit upon the floor, and 
* you may be sure that the floor is kept very clean, for 
these , people wear white clothes. Their shoes are 
usually placed on little shelves at their doors. The 

Korean home has no chairs or high tables; their din- 

ing tables are tiny~ effects about as large as a big 
| footstool, and are about one foot high. The food is 

served upon this table, one table to a man. Chinese 

i use chopsticks, but the Koreans more commonly eat 
! with spoons, although they do use chopsticks for their 
} side dishes. 

The village we visited contained perhaps fifty of 
_ these houses. -At the entrance was a gate, through 
: which we passed on to the main path, leading through 
, the village. 

“Five years ago there was not a Sunday-school or 
-a Christian here,” said our enthusiastic guide. “We 
entered this village to begin Christian work, and spoke 
here, standing by the rpadside. Not long afterward 
‘someone asked us to come and hold meetings in his 

home. Soon the number of pupils increased so much 
that we could not accommodate them in the home. 
1 Next we rented a place, and finally we bought a large 
piece of land for twenty dollars. And by means of 
some special funds from a friend at home we built a 
cheap but neat building, which is now used for Sun- 
day-school and church service on Sunday, and a day 
school during the week.” 
' Bic ig do not mean that you have a church here,” 
TI said. 

“Yes,” said he, “this is the usual experience. The 
; Sunday-school becomes a gathering place for young 
‘and old, and soon baptisms take place and a church 
springs up.” 

By this time we came to the little chapel school. 
A group of some sixty pupils were singing as we 
stepped in. The Golden Text was recited, the lesson 
taught, and then there was a closing prayer. After 
this the pupils scrambled for their shoes at the door, 
and off they went. I had come too late to see all 
the exercises. 

“After Sunday-school they will have a preaching 
service,” said my missionary friend, who was now 
going among the children, patting them on the head 
and saying kind words to them as though they were 
all his own sons and daughters. He knew how to 
get along with children, but no wonder, he has seven 
of his own. 

A short visit to the pastor’s home and a well-to-do 
parishioner taught us a great deal in a few moments. 
‘In Korea, wealth is not determined by. the number 
of automobiles a family has, but rather by the num- 
ber of jars and vessels just outside his door, containing 
pickled foods and “chang.” 

In a short time we were back at the auto. Then off 
to another school, and another, until finally the chil- 
dren of the last place met us in the lane, telling us 
we were too late. The auto truck at this place was 
gathering up the teachers to carry those who go far- 
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thest back home. Those near home are carried out 
in the truck, but walk back. 

In 1908 there was but one Sunday-school here, and 
now there are fofty-nine. A class of not less than 
two hundred teachers go into every part of the city 
and surrounding villages to gather children together, 
either to organize new schools or to conduct the al- 
ready established schools. Some schools are small, 
some are large. 

There are five large Sunday-schools in the city itself, 
each with several classes. One of these Sunday-schools 
is composed altogether of lepers. Four hundred and 
nineteen attend this school, which is divided into fifty- 
six classes with fifty-six teachers. 

“How do you control so large a group of teachers?” 
I asked. 


“It is simple,” he answered. “We have well or- 


. ganized teacher-training classes which meet at the va- 


rious places every Friday night to discuss the lesson 
and to teach Sunday-school methods. When these 
teachers prove that they are capable of handling a 
Sunday-school they are sent out in charge of a new 
school. One or more helpers go with them. The 
pupils in the Sunday-schools are carefully watched, and 
those who promise to make good teachers are picked 
out to attend the teacher-training course. This course 
continues about nine months. We now have a scarcity 
of teachers. If we had more teachers we could open 
up twenty-five more schools at once.” 

I listened and marveled. What kind of .missionaries 
were these men and women? I studied them a while, 
and found that they, too, like the missionaries from 
other lands, had to wrestle with difficulties and that 
they claimed nothing for themselves. I found some 
of their station problems so similar to ours that I 
wondered whether I had left my own station, for I, 
too, am a missionary, and anyone who has been.a 
missionary for even a short time knows of mission- 
aries’ problems. 

What, then, was the cause of this wonderful work? 
I want to say that the plan is unique, and this I credit 
to the men who organized it. This Sunday-school 
work, however, is part of the great evangelistic work 
that has put Korea upen the lips of every- one who 
loves missions. 

The Holy Spirit has seen fit to show the wonders 
of his divine grace in the hearts of these people, to 
all the world. 

Yet the Holy Spirit uses means, In one of_the 
homes of a Korean fhissionary are a Korean Bible 
and hymn book that show the marks of a snowstorm. 
In January, 1924, the owner of this book with a 
Korean student went to a small village to start the 
first Christian Sunday-school of the neighborhood. 
There were Sunday-schools connected with: the or- 
ganized church for the Korean believers, but the Sun- 
day-school was not used-as a direct evangelistic agency 
in this place where the Gospel had never been heard. 
In the midst of a snowstorm sixteen children were 
gathered to hear the story of Christ. The next Sun- 
day thirty-two were present. The first work was 
done by the layman missionary through his interpreter, 
for he had arrived but a short time before and did 
not understand the language well. The layman had 
been interested in Sunday-school work at home, but 
never could he have hoped that from such small be- 
ginnings would develop such a great work in Korea. 

The one school became two, and two became four, 
and the work grew. Soon other missionaries ‘heard 
of the plan, and took it up, —and, taking it up, added 
new features. 

I am told that in this city, once a year, great Sun- 
day-schoel leaders are invited for a month to teach 
these ‘Sunday-school teachers daily, and all those 
branches that help to make efficient teachers. 

For the past fourteen years there has been an in- 
crease of two hundred percent a year in the Sunday- 
school enrollment in Kwangju. In 1912 there was one 
school with a hundred pupils, now there are forty-nine 
schools with two thousand pupils. A large part of the 
church membership goes out as teachers, as you can 
see. Each Sunday-school requires from two to fifteen 
teachers. This means a staff of two hundred teachers 
at least. . 

To control this Sunday-school an association is 
formed under the direction of an Executive Committee, 
consisting of four missionaries and nine Koreans. The 
teachers are Bible school students, hospital employees, 
secretaries, teachers, and Bible women. 

While the ordained men go out to lead services in 
the surrounding county, both in the organized churches 
and in new fields, the laymen of Kwangju (a doctor, 
a nurse, a civil engineer,and a mechanic) take charge 
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of this Sunday-school, and are the foreign members 
of the Executive Committee on this association. 

One little incident I must tell. While in the field 
as a visitor | was called in professionally to see a 
patient suffering: from sprue, which, of all the diseases 
in the Orient, is the most subtle and deceiving. My 
patient, I found, was like the hidden engine in a mag- 
nificent ship on the high seas, controlling all the 
movements of that ship with an invincible power. 
After years of service without once having taken a 
furlough she was worn out, and was now helpless. 

There she lay, patient and suffering, surrounded by 
her Korean friends and attendants. Of her sick- 
ness she spoke some, but of her work more. I learned 
gradually that this little lady had carried on a tre- 
mendous work in the twelve years of her life in 
Korea. She had rescued girls, trained nurses, cared 
for the sick, preached, taught Bible school classes, 
translated a textbook for nurses, had succeeded in put- 
ting the Nurses Association of Korea ypun its feet, 
had done social service, and all the while she had 
raised a family of Korean children, picked up by her 
or entrusted to her. Would I had half the skill to 
cure her that she had shown in her work! With an in- 
domitable will power, with foresight as well as great 
administrative ability, she had a marvelous part in 
the evangelization of Korea. This girl, I was told, 
had her hand also to the wheel that directs the Sun- 
day-school work in Korea. She was the general that 
directed and carried out the organization of the 
teachers and helpers who are teaching the thousands 
now under instruction, every Sunday. She stood 
among a crowd of Koreans every Sunday morning, 
and superintended the work, seeing that vacancies were 
filled and that schedule time was observed. 

A record of attendance is kept for each Sunday- 
school. It is agreed that this is one of the-best methods 
of evangelistic work in Korea. In one place as a re- 
sult of this effort there is a church. with forty baptized 
members, supporting its own pastor and putting up its 
own building. This Sunday-school has twelve classes 
with over two hundred in attendance. 

One of the little ragged boys attending one of these 
Sunday-schools a few years ago is now a college stu- 
dent preparing to enter a theological seminary, and 
several congregations and chapels have been opened 
where the ordained men or their helpers are now reg- 
ularly preaching. bi 

Granp Rapips, MicuH. 


) 
From a Layman’s Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 


And the God of peace shall bruise Satan under 
your feet shortly (Rom. 16:20). 


UR Lord, in opening his ministry, announced that 

he was anointed to heal those bruised in heart, 
suntetrimenous (Luke 4: 18). .The bruised reed was 
not to be broken. Judgment was coming to victory 
when Satan himself should be bruised under foot. In 
the account of the possessed child at the foot of the 
Mount of Transfiguration one sees how malignantly 
he treads under foot those in his power. “It teareth 
him that he foameth again, and bruising him [sun- 
tribon] hardly departeth from him” (Luke 9: 30). 
But the seed of the woman shall bruise the serpent’s 
head. The God of peace shall bruise Satan under your 
feet shortiy. The Satanic power within tears and 
bruises his victims. The power of the Son of God 
within, “Christ in you, the hope of glory,” shall crush 
Satan under your feet. 

It is worth noting how often Paul used the names 
of Christ and of God interchangeably. The protevan- 
gelium (Gen. 3:15) referred to Christ, the seed of 
the woman, who was to bruise the serpent’s head. But 
the Prince of Peace is the God of Peace, and it is to 
him that Paul in this quotation refers as crushing 
Satan. . : 

In Romans 11: 36 Paul in a majestic invocation says 
of the Father, “For of him, and through him [dia], 
and to him [ets], are all things.” Out of him as ulti- 
mate source, through him as sustainer of all, and to 
him, 7. ¢., to his glory. But Colossians 1:16 uses the 
same words — “through him [dia], and to him [eis]” 
—of the eternal Son. “All things were created by 
him, and for him.” 

In Romans 14:10 it is said: “For we shall all 
stand before the judgment seat of God.” But in 2 
Corinthians 5:10 Paul writes: “For we must_all 
appear before the judgment seat of Christ.” The 
names are interchangeable, a certain indication that 
Paul believed Christ to be God. . one 

Comparing Romans 14:11 and 12 with Philippians 
2:10 and 11, we get similar identifications. “As I 
live, saith the Lord” (kurios, i. e., Jehovah, to whom 
the original quotation in Isa. 45 applies), “every knee 
shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to 
God.” In Philippians 2:10 and 11 it is “at the name 
of Jesus every knee should bow ... and every tongue 
should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord [kurtos, 
Jehovah]. to the glory of God.” “It is a most con- 
clusive proof of the divinity of Christ,” writes Bengel, 
“that much is said of Christ in the New Testament 
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‘which is simply repeated from the Old Testament 
where it is attributed exclusively to God.” Thus: 

“These things said Isaiah, when he saw his [Christ’s] 
glory” (John 12: 41; Isa. 6). 

“Christ Jesus . .. made unto us ... redemption... 
as it is written, He that glorieth, let him glory in the 
Lord” (1 Cor. 1:31; Jer. 9° 23, 24). | 

“Neither let us make trial of Christ, as some of 
them made trial, and perished by the serpents” (1 Cor. 
10:9; Num. 21:5, 6).. . ; 

“Unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is for 
ever and ever... Thou, Lord, in the beginning didst 
lay the foundation of the earth ... They shall perish; 
but thou contintest ... and thy years shall not fail” 
(Heb. 1:8, 10-12; Psa. 45:6). 

New Hampton, N. H. 


Divine Possibilities 
By N. F. Silsbee 


“ ITH Ged all things are possible’ (Mark 10: 

27). This is an echo of God’s word to Abraham 
concerning the promised seed Isaac: “Is anything 
too wonderful for Jehovah?” (Gen. 18:14, R. V., 
margin.) It-is reminiscent also of his word to Jere- 
miah (32:27): “Behold, I am the Lord, the God 
of all flesh: is there any thing too wonderful for me?” 
(“wonderful” being the same Hebrew word as in the 
Genesis passage.) Happy are they who in simple faith 
can say with Jeremiah (32:17): “Ah Lord God! 
behold, thou hast made the heaven and the earth by 
thy great power and stretched out arm, and there is 
nothing too wonderful for thee.” 

The only question, then, for us is: How are these 
divine possibilities to become experimental realities 
to me? Listen to the answer of our Lord Jesus 
Christ: “All things are possible [or, everything is 
possible} to him that believeth” (Mark 9: 23), that 
is, to him who has faith, who trusts, who reckons on 
the faithfulness of God to do as he has said. Faith 
is the link between our weakness and helplessness and 
God's all-mightiness, All things are possible with 
God, and all things are possible with him who simply 
but really trusts God. 

This is made still more clear by a glance at the 
Greek Testament on this passage: “With God all 
things are possible” (Mark 10:27). It does not mean 
only that to God’s power all things are possible, or 
that God can do everything. The Greek word trans- 
lated “with” in this verse is “para” which means 
“along with.” This is the same word compounded to 
make up the principal name of the Holy Spirit of God 
in the New Testament, in connection with believers, 
“Para-kletos,” or “one called to be along with,’ trans- 
lated “Comforter” or “Advocate.” Thus the full 
meaning of our passage is, “Along with God, all things 
are possible.” Praise his name! He has not left us 
to struggle along “as best we can” in our Christian life. 

Many Christians who have already trusted God to 
save them from the penalty $i their sins through the 
finished work of Christ on the cross of Calvary, sim- 
ply resting on his Word, are practically saying in ef- 
fect that they have not the “right kind of faith” or 
“enough faith” to enable them to be kept saved daily 
and hourly from the power of sin in their lives. This 
is especially true after the Holy Spirit has revealed 
to them that unbelief, pride, wrong motives, love of 
power or position, desire for praise, fear of opinions 
of others, worry, anxiety, anger, impatience, intemper- 
ance, wrong thoughts, envy, jealousy, discontent, un- 
friendly criticism, intolerance, selfishness, prayerless- 
ness, spiritual indifference, and such things are really 
sins, the kind that helped to crucify the Lord of Glory. 

As you looked to Christ crucified to take away your 
sins, and rested in his completed work for you, now 
look to Christ risen and glorified, and rest just as con- 
fidently and serenely in his continuous work in you, 
as by his indwelling Spirit he makes you free from 
the law of sin and death. “If the Son therefore shall 
make you free, ye shall be free indeed,” — really free, 
—not merely theoretically free, or even theologically 
free! “He is able to save to the uttermost [com- 
pletely] them that draw near unto God through him” 
(Heb, 7:25). “If, when we were enemies, we were 
reconciled to God by the death of his Son [and thus 
saved from the penalty and consequences of our sins], 
much more, being reconciled, we shall be kept safe in 
his life” (safe from the power, dominion, desire, and 
necessity of sin). (See Rom. 5:10, Bishop Moule’s 
rendering in “The Expositor’s Bible.”) 

During the “Boxer” uprising in China there was a 
dear old Chinese Christian who held a very simple 
creed, All over the countryside people knew the value 
of his prayers, and would send for him in sickness 
or trouble. He had been a leader in the opium refuge 
work begun by Pastor Hsi, and had seen much of the 
power of God. Yet Li Pu-cheo was no scholar; he 
could not even read. But one thing he did know be- 
yond the shadow of a doubt — that the Lord Jesus was 
risen from the dead, and that therefore everything 
was possible. : 

The following impressive words from a little book, 
“Thoughts on Christian Sanctity,” should Be deeply 
pondered and laid to heart by every Christian who 
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would live a life that glorifies and’pleases God. They 
were written by that ripe Christian scholar and de- 


‘ voted saint, Dr. Handley. Moule, late Bishop.of Dur- 


ham. Those who knew him best testify that he lived 
them out very practically in his own experience, hence 
the words speak to us with power. 

“I dare to say 


“Li is possible, for those who will indeed draw on 
their Lord’s power for deliverance and victory, to 
live a life—how shall I describe it?— a life in 
which God’s facts and promises are taken as they 
stand and found to be true. 


“It is possible to cast every care on him, daily, and 
to be at peace amid the pressure. 

“It is possible to have the affections and imagina- 
tions purified through faith, in a profound and practi- 
cal sense. 

“It is possible to. see the will of God in everything, 
and to find it no longer a sigh, but a song. 

“It is possible, in the world of inner act and motion, 
to put away, to get put away, all bitterness, and wrath, 
and anger, and evil speaking, daily and hourly. 

“It is possible, by unreserved resort to divine power, 
to become strongest, through and through, at our weak- 
est point; to find the thing which yesterday upset all 
our obligations to patience or to purity or to humility 
an occasion today (through Him who loveth us and 
worketh in us) for a jovful consent to his will, and 
a delightful sense of his presence and sin-annulling 
power, 

“These things are divinely possible. And because 
they ‘are his work, the genuine experience of them will 
lay us, must lay us, only lower at his feet, and leave 
us only athirst for more.” 

You say, “Such a life would be a miracle, in my 
case.” Of course it would. The Christian life from 
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start to finish is a supernatural life; from the “I be- 
lieve in the forgiveness of sins” to the “I believe in 
the life everlasting” of the Apostles’ Creed, and it is 
all of grace through faith. Peter’s walking on the 
water was a miracle; not trusting in his own ability 
as a swimmer nor in the fact that he knew that lake 
as well as any man living, he simply stepped out in 
full trust on Christ’s word, “Come.” As long as he 
kept “looking unto Jesus” (Heb, 12:2) he was upheld 
by the Lord’s power, and he began to sink only when 
he began to look at the difficulties in the situation, 
“Impossible with men, possible with God.” 
today, now, on the word of the Lord Jesus: 
I not unto thee, that, if thou wouldest believe, thou 
shouldest see the glory of God?” and from henceforth 
walk with him on the spiritual uplands where the 
divine possibilities become a part of our everyday ex- 
perience, and find life all aglow with his presence, 


All things are possible to him that can in Jesus’ name 
believe; 

Lord, I no more Thy name blaspheme, Thy truth I lovingly 
receive, 

I can, I do believe in Thee; all things are possible to me. 


’Twas most impossible of all that here sin’s reign in me 
should cease; 

Yet shall it be, I know it shall; Jesus, I trust Thy faith- 
fulness! 

If nothing is too hard for Thee, all things are possible 
to me. 


All things are possible to God; to Christ the power of God 
in me; 
Now shed Thy mighty Self abroad, let me no longer live, 
but Thee; 
Give me this hour in Thee to prove the sweet omnipotence 
of love. 
—Charles Wesley. 


RicHarps Town, BANGALORE, S. INDIA, 














How an entire class membership is kept busy and 
interested in helping others 








Putting a Brotherhood Class to Work 


By Leslie E. Dunkin 

















tist Sunday-school of believe in drafting 

workers from the entire active membership. 
The secretary of the class prepares lists of three 
names and addresses for distribution at the Sunday 
morning session. Each member who is present is 
given a list, with instructions to get in touch with 
the men in his group before the next Sunday. He is 
to report the results of’ his visit in written form on 
the back of the sheet containing the names, to the 
secretary. The cJass leaders talk up the personal work 
that can be done in this way, so that most of the 
members feel honor-bound to carry out the instruc- 
tions, 

The names fof these lists are collected from many 
different sources. The roll of active members is used. 
There are many names of “has-been” members that 
need personal attention. Prospective members are in- 
cluded in the lists from Sunday to Sunday. The 
church membership produces some names of men 
who should be actively connected with the class. The 
members are urged to keep on the ‘cokout for new 
names to be added to the long list they already have. 

In most cases, definite lists are assigned to definite 
members of the class. The easiest points of contact 
are used first. If a man works at the same place where 
a member of the class works, that member very 
likely will have this former man’s name on his list 
first. Frequently the names are grouped to accommo- 
date the worker. If three men live in the same neigh- 
borhood, their names may be on the same list and 
given to an active class member who lives either in 
the same neighborhood or close to it. As the reports 
are brought to the secretary, the names are rotated 
from active member to active member until satis- 
factory results are obtained. 

Prospective members are touched by the drafted 
workers. At first these are assigned to men who will 
be the most likely to reach them for the class. After 
the name of each prospective, as much information is 
given about him as will be necessary ard helpful for 
the visiting member. As each unsuccessful member 
brings a report of his efforts and his suggestions, the 
secretary adds these to the information, so that the next 
member may have the advantage of the experiences 
of the previous efforts. No name is dfopped from the 
prospective list until a report is brought back either 
that the man has been enrolled as an active member in 
the Baptist Sunday-school or-in some other school in 
the same community, or that he has moved to some 
other town or community. 

Sick members are found and are gjven proper at- 
tention by the class. If the name is that of a regular 
member who was-absent on the previous Sunday or 
for several Sundays, this informatiun is given on the 
sheet. The visiting member makes an inquiry con- 
cerning the absent one. If the absence is due to sick- 
ness, this information is sent to the class secretary 
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at once. If it is a case of prolonged sickness, the 
unfortunate member’s name is placed on several of 
the lists for the next Sunday’s assignments with the 
information concerning him. In addition to this, an 
announcement is made in the class concerning the 
sickness, and all the members are urged to see those 
who are sick, during the new week. 

Indifferent members are touched by the drafted 
workers. If the man has been absent for a month 
or more—unless on account of known sickness — 
this information is usually given on the sheet. The 
visiting worker then approaches the member in ques- 
tion as tactfully as possible to find why the indiffer- 
ent one has dropped out of the school; If it has been 
due to thoughtlessness, each visiting member tries to 
arouse an interest in that one so that somebody finally 
brings him some Sunday morning. If it has been due 
to a misunderstanding or some complaint, the worker 
tries to find the reason for it. If he can solve it him- 
self, he does it at once. If he feels incapable of 
handling the situation, he gathers the information and 
reports it to the secretary. Then the proper member 
is assigned the name to straighten out the difficulty 
before it is too late. 

Regular members are encouraged by the drafted 
workers. Occasionally the names of the regular mem- 
bers are placed on the lists. The man who receives 
the list is to see the regular member in his group 
some time during the week concerning the class and 
Sunday-school work. This encourages. friendly visits 
among the members, keeps the regular members in- 
terested, and often reveals possible indications of fu- 
ture trouble that are remedied before anything happens, 

The class secretary is able to keep an up-to-date 
record of the class. With the information that is 
brought in by the different workers, the records need. 
not contain worthless data. As soon as a member has 
moved to a new address in the community, this infor- 
mation comes in in one of the reports. As soon as 
a member has moved to another community, the name 
is dropped from the’ list. As soon as a man lines up 
in some other Sunday-school in the community, this in- 
formation is placed beside the name and it is grouped 
with others like it. -The name is not placed in the as- 
signments any more unless a definite and-accurate re- 
port comes that he has dropped out of active member- 
ship in the other school. 

The drafted workers feel a responsibility to return 
to the class on the following Sunday to make a re- 
port of what they have done during the week, assur- 
ing the class of a steadier attendance. The assign- 
ments from the secretary help to keep the members 
. busy for the class and the Sunday-school. Such inter- 
est is catching with men who have been active at 
some previous time, and also with those who should 
line up with the class. 


HuntIincton, Inp, 








Lesson for July 17. 
1 Samuel 16: 1-13 
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. * . EESSON 3. 





JULY 7. SAMUEL ANOINTS DAVID 


International Uniform Lesson.—1 Samuel 16 : 1-13 





Golden Text.—Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an ensample to them that believe, in word, in manner of life, ia 


love, in faith, in purity.—1 Tim. 4; 12 

















The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. Russell Howden 


Foreword 

N THE case of David, as in that of Paul, we can 

conjoin the information given in a detailed narrative 

with that to be gleaned from his own writings. As 
a result, we know more of these two than of any 
other men of ancient times. The biography of David 
is the most detailed and the most moving of all the 
biographies of the Old Testament. On its human side 
it is an arresting and exciting story of adventure; on 
its divine side it is a story of God’s leading and deal- 
ing. It shows God at work in the circumstances of 
an individual life, and also preparing, through that 
life, “for the great work of redeeming humanity. 
The Historical Setting > 

Saul reigned for forty years (Acts 13:21). Ap- 
parently during the first three of these years he was 
truly God’s king (1 Sam. 13:1). After the first three 
years, however, Saul received the sentence of deposi- 
tion (1 Sam. 13:14). Yet the execution of that sen- 
tence was postponed. Saul had another opportunity 
given him to make good (1 Sam. 15:1). But with 
this last failure Saul’s rebellion was consummated and 
the sentence consequently confirmed. 

We are not told how long after this it was before 
the incident of our present lesson took place. The 
language seems to imply some considerable interval. 
Moreover, David was thirty years old when he began 
to. reign (2 Sam. 5:4). And he was probably not 
less than fifteen years old when he was anointed. If 
then David was thirty years of age when Saul died 
after his reign of forty years, David must have been 
born ten years after Saul began to reign. And if at 
a guess we may take him as having been fifteen years 
old at the time referred to in the present lesson there 
will have been an interval of five years between 1 
Samuel 13:15 and 16:1. With such an interval the 
language agrees very well. 


Verse by Verse 


Chapter 16:4.—Bethlehem. A little place, and one 
of no importance up to this time. It is about five 
miles south of Jerusalem, It stands upon the summit 
and slopes of a narrow ridge which projects eastward 
from the central chain of the Judean mountains. Beth- 
lehem means house of bread. It is perhaps derived 
from cornfields which are to this day to be found 
in its neighborhood.- 


Comest thou peaceably? Though Saul had long been 
king, yet the power and influence wielded by ‘Samuel 
were very great. It is remarkable what terror the 
solitary old man inspires he arrives at Bethlehem. 
The people know that he still speaks with the authority 
of God behind him, 


Verse 5.—I am come to sacrifice. At this time when 
the ark was separated from the tabernacle there was 
no one fixed place for sacrifice. The proper arrange- 
ments of the Levitical code were all in abeyance. 
Samuel himself was not a priest, though he was a 
Levite. Indeed, after the terrible disaster related in 
chapter 4 we read very little about the priests, as such, 
until chapter 21. We must remember that it was a 
time of confusion and disorder. The country was still 
unsettled and not for another twenty years or more 
did government slowly crystallize out of the warfare 
and distress. 


Sanctify yourselves (cf. Exod. 19:10, 22). Jesse 
and his sons. It was a private family feast. The 
elders of Bethlehem were apparently not invited. The 
fafily of Jesse must have been strangely awed by the 
coming of the venerable old prophet and by his thus 
markedly singling them out. The sacrifice would take 
the form of a peace offering (cf. Lev. 3). Jesse was 
the son of Obed, and the grandson of Boaz and Ruth 
the Moabitess (Ruth 4:17, 22), while the great grand- 
mother was Rachab (Matt. 1:5). He was an ol 
man by this time (17:12). He was probably not one 
of the elders of Bethlehem and was indeed of quite 
humble position. 


Verse 6.—He looked on Eliab. Note the sharp con- 
trast between Samuel’s personal judgment and God’s 
intimations to him. Many would persuade us today 
that prophecy was only the natural activity of men 
who were exceptionally farseeing and capable. De- 
structive criticism, too, asserts. that these narratives 
are pieced. together by a later and uncritical age in 
a desire to do honor to Samuel’s memory. But the 
narrative itself in 2 remarkable way reveals Samuel’s 
weaknesses and mistakes as well as his real greatness. 
All through he is only the tool. God himself is the 
~-orker, 








Devotional Reading: Proverbs 3: 1-6. 
i Topic: A Shepherd Boy Chosen King. 
Lesson Material ; 1 Samuel 16: 4-13. 
Memory Verse: Even a child maketh himself known by his 
doings.—Prov. 20; 11. 

Junior Topic: God’s Plan for a Boy’s Life. 

Lesson Material; 1 Samuel 16: 4-13. 

Memory Verse; x ‘Timothy 4: 12. . 
Intermediate and Senior Topic : God Chose David. 
Topic for Young People and Adults : iecovering Future Leaders. 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
VS. 4-13 


4 And Samuel did that which Jehovah spake, and came 
te Beth-lehem. And the elders of the city came to meet him 
trembling, and said, Comest thou peaceably? 5 And he 
said, Peaceably; I am come to sacrifice unto Jehovah: sanc- 
tify yourselves, and come with me to the sacrifice. And he 
sanctified Jesse and his sons, and called them to the sacri- 
fice. . 


6 And it came to pass, when they were come, that he 
looked on 'Eliab, and said, Surely Jehevah’s anointed is 
before him. 7 But Jehovah said unto Samuel, Look not on 
his countenance, or on the height of his stature; because 1 
have rejected him: for Jehovah seeth not as man seeth; for 
man looketh on the outward appearance, but Jehovah 
looketh on the heart: 8 Then Jesse called _Abinadab, and 
made him pass before Samuel. And he said, Neither hath 
Jehovah chosen this..-9 Then Jesse made *Shammah to 
pass by. And he said, Neither hath Jehovah chosen this. 
10 And Jesse made seven of his sons to pass before Samuel. 
And Samuel said unto Jesse, Jehovah hath not chosen these. 
31 And Samuel said unto Jesse, Are here all thy children? 
And he said, There remaineth yet the youngest, and, be- 
hold, he is keeping the sheep.. And*Samuel said unto Jesse, 
Send and fetch him; for we -will not sit °* down till he come 
hither. 12 And he sent, and brought him in. Now he was 
ruddy, and withal ‘ of a beautiful countenance, and goodly to 
look upon. And Jehovah said, Arise, anoint him; for this 
is he. 13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed 
him in the midst of his brethren: and the Spirit of Jehovah 
came mightily upon David from that day forward. So 
Samuel rose up, and went to Ramah. 


1In 1 Chron. 27: 18, Elihu. 2In a Sam. 13:3, Shimeah. 
In 1 Chron. 2:13, Shimea. *Heb., around. * Heb., fair 
of eyes. 
American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








Verse 7.—Look not ... on the height of his stature. 
Surely Samuel had had enough of trusting men be- 
cause they were tall. One would have thought that 
fifteen years of a Saul would have cured him of that 
forever. But here he is ready to fall into the samé 
mistake as that committed by the rank and file® all 
through. 


Verse 11.—Are here all thy children? The prophet 
has been simply obedient to God’s commands: all the 
way through. He now seems to be quite at a loss 
and perplexed as to what to do next. Prophecy evi- 
dently meant walking by faith, not by sight. This 
single incident will give us a clear idea of the condi- 
tions in the human instrument upon which prophecy 
depended. And it is heartening to note that they are 
just the same conditions as those that are demanded 
of us, a humble, trustful, obedient walking with God. 
The ae go did not see to the end of the path that 
God had commanded him to follow. It was for him 
only one step at a time just as it is for us. 


The youngest. Slighted by men but chosen of God. 
In this, as in many other ways which we shall note 
in due course, David was a type of the Lord Jesus. 
His father seems to have thought so little of him 
that he did not even propose to call him to take part 
in the feast. It is a kind of Bible version of the 
story.of Cinderella. The indications are that the boy 
was despised alike by his father and his brothers, per- 
haps because they .did not understand him. Probably 
his mother was the only one who understood him. We 
are not told her name. But David himself referred 
to *her as God’s handmaid (Psa. 86: 16). 

Verse 12.—In this description of David we are prob- 
ably to recognize Samuel’s loving thought which dwelt 
for long after upon the youth into whose life he had 
so strangely and abruptly entered that day. Anoint 
him. Samuel’s act was God’s act’ (Psa. 89:20). 
Probably Samuel did not explain either to ‘David or 
his father just what was the meaning of the solemn 
little ceremony that then took place. We are not told 
that he did, nor would it have been very safe to give 
explanations that would be sure to have become more 
or less public and thus to have reached Saul’s ears. 
We can imagine the elder brothers looking on with 
wonder and a good deal of disgust (cf. the case of 
Joseph, Gen. 37). ; ; 

Verse 13.—The Spirit of Jehovah. Spirit is Latin, 
and as in its Greek and Hebrew equivalents so in this 





Latin word the two ideas of breath and wind are both 
found. The latter idea suggests power, the former 
personality. Dr, Griffith Thomas has said concerning 
the Holy Spirit in the Old Testament: “God is re- 
garded -as at work, and as in the New Testament 
the Spirit is the executive of the Godhead. .. , The Spirit 
is always a person in activity, not an influence at a 
distance from God himself, and not a substance com- 
municated to man.” 

No doubt the coming of the Spirit upon David would 
gradually prepare him for and explain to him God’s 
intentions in the mysterious act Of anointing. Ramah 
~—where he lived (cf. 7:17), and where also the 
a. college seems to have had its headquarters 

10: 10). 


A Lesson Outline 


Singer 
David the { Shepherd 
Saviour of his people 
Golden Topics 


God’s sovereign choice of his instruments. 

He prefers to choose the “weak things of the world 
to a the things which are mighty” (1 Cor. 
1:27). 

Ordinary everyday duty the best preparation for 
future service. 

In every person the two men,—the one that man 
sees, the other that God sees. 

The danger of superficial judgment. 


The Practical Aim 


God knows where to find us when he wants us. “In 
the way of thy judgments, O Lord, have we waited 
for thee” (Isa. 26:8). The best way to get ready 
for high and noble service in the years to come is 
to do faithfully the little duties of today. 


Tunsrince WELLS, Enc. 
we 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,—Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of* your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 


HY was Samuel sent to anoint another king? 
2, What different circumstances surrounded the 
anointing of Saul and the anointing of David? 

3. Was it safe to anoint a new king while the old king 
was yet alive? Give your reason. 

4 Is there any inconsistency in Samuel’s conduct of af- 
fairs in Bethlehem with that life-long record of his for 
honest dealing? 

5s. Whom would Samuel probably have anointed if left 
to himself? 

6. What led Samuel to be mistaken in his judgment of 
Eliab?’ 

7. What else do we read about Eliab beside the mention 
in this lesson? 

8 What evidence have we that the hearts of David’s 
brothers were not right? 

9. What was David’s position in hise own family, when 
called by God to be Israel’s second king? 

1o. Where do we get the impression that David was a 
red-haired, blue-eyed Hebrew? 

11. What was David’s chief virtue? 

12, From what destructive sins does a heart right with 
God save a man, as demonstrated in David? (Even taking 
into account his lapse.) 

13. What did David or his family know at the time of 
the reason for his anointing? 

14. Who, outside David’s own family, knew of his anoint- 
ing at Samuel’s hands? 

1s. How long did David have to wait for the complete 
fulfillment of his call? 

16. What other king born in Bethlehem was anointed long 
before he was crowned? 

17, What are some of the different ways in which the 
Holy Spirit is referred to in the Old Testament? 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


“Every one of them published to_meet real needs” 
— describes The Sunday School Times’ books. 
catalogue on request. 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 


Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





Tue Principle oF CoMparison.—Train pupils 
to make comparisons and thus detect significant 
likenesses and differences. 








HE comparison between Saul and David is in- 

evitable as the latter is brought into the Scriptural 
narrative, and it is bound to continue as long as the 
old king and the king-designate are alive. This com- 
parison will be suggested in the differing word that 
the Lord gave to the prophet Samuel who was told 
to anoint both of them. He was told to anoint Saul 
“to be captain over my people Israel,” but concerning 
David he was told “thou shalt anoint unto me.” Each 
young man was called for the anointing from a pas- 
toral service that he was performing under the diréé- 
tion of his father, and to each of them the ceremony 
was unexpected. 

Saul for his anointing was providentially led to the 
home of Samuel, but for David’s anointing Samuel 
was directed to the home of Jesse. Saul learned im- 
mediately the reason for his anointing; it is not clear 
that David did. It is said, however, that the Spirit 
of the Lord came upon David from that day forward. 
There seems to have been an interval before the Spirit 
came upon Saul, though apparently it was the same day. 

The ancestry of the two men is significant: Saul 
was Of the smallest tribe, Benjamin, while David was 
of the regal tribe of Judah. In appearance Saul evi- 
dently had the advantage of David, though the latter 
was “goodly to look to.” However, the word of the 
Lord in the. house of Jesse makes it clear that this 
time the choice of Israel’s king was not determined by 
the outward appearance that man looked upon, but by 
what God could see within the heart. And if in ap- 
pearance the contrast favored Saul, in heart qualities 
it favored David, as the whole history of the two 
men henceforth is to prove. 

HuntTINopon, Pa. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Heart of Us.—Jehovah secth not as man seeth; 
for man looketh on the outward appearance, but Jeho- 
vah looketh on the heart (v. 7). You may remember 
in the lesson a few Sundays ago what a mistake the 
people made by judging a man as they would real es- 
tate and fat cattle. By the foot and the pound. Jesse, 
following this human tendency, was busy running in 
his big husky sons, entirely overlooking the youngster 
out there on the hillsides tending the flocks and fight- 
ing the varmints. Little Slingshot, the juvenile 
cowboy, as it were! David was an outdoor fel- 
low, too, afraid of nothing on four legs or two, 
a lion or a giant. David had the right kind of heart 
and that is what makes the little fellow a real big 
man. Let them look on your outward appearance and 
turn up noses at you as did David’s brothers and Saul’s 
crowd and old Goliath and call you “Shorty”; what 
need you care, when God who sees the heart of you 
calls you “Beloved,” which being interpreted is, “A 
man after my own heart.” (See 1 Sam. 13:14.) Lots 
of people get badly fooled by judging according to out- 
ward appearance. The big fellow swelling around the 
place is rarely the owner. The butler puts on more 
“front” than the boss. In fact, it is a continual sur- 
prise to find the famous man plain, modest, and ordi- 
nary looking. As they say among the Pennsylvania 
Dutch, “common.” No stranger ever recognized the 
late Mr. John Wanamaker in his store when that 
country-parson-looking man brushed past them or 
spoke in a quiet, gentle voice to one of the sales peo- 
ple. All the real big people I have ever had the honor 
and privilege of meeting have been of the common 
clay variety in outward appearance. But when you 
dug in, oh, what a revelation! It is not the “distant” 
but the inside view that lends enchantment to the 
scene. This is why God is so interested in our having 
the right sort of heart inside of us. 


My David.—He was ruddy, and withal of a beau- 
tiful countenance, and goodly to look upon (v. 12). 
The Hebrew says, “Fair of eyes.” Yes, and I have 
him right here in my home. For years I wanted a 
bronze. statue of David which came up to my idea of 
him at this period of his life. The best bronzes are 
made in France. When the franc got down to twenty 
for an American dollar I said, “William H., now’s the 
time to get your David.” I knew two Davids besides 
Angelo’s, one by Mercie and another by Gaudez. I 
wrote to our American Ambassador at Paris about it, 
asking him to hand my letter to a dealer in bronzes 
for prices and photographs, and so on. I received a 
letter from the great American sculptor, Paul W. 
Bartlett, saying my letter had been handed to him. 
The statues by Mercvie he said were the best he knew, 


and he had asked a dealer to send me all the informa-. 


tion. Then he added this: 


“The David by Gaudez 
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you mention was made by me when I was an appren- 
tice boy in Gaudez’s studio.’ I do not know whether 
there fs a replica in existence.”, What! A David by 
America’s greatest living sculptor when he was a boy 
—the sculptor who made the statues for Congress, 
New York’s public library, Lafayette, and the Black- 
stone given by the American Bar to the English Bar 
Association —a statue of David by him! Joseph Mc- 
Cutcheon, ‘Strawbridge and Clothier’s foreign buyer, 
was just starting for France. “Joe, you get that statue 
for me whatever you do,” was the order. Joe hunted, 
but failed. Then he got the Guild of bronze makers 
on the job. They found the American boy’s David. 
The cables got busy, and David is here under my roof 
tree. Come and see him some day. The real David. 
His hand is just moving back with the sling, with 
every muscle taut. Not an ounce of superfluous flesh 
on his lithe body. There is one stone in the sling 
and four more in the girdle about his loins. The way 
I explain the statue is this: It is the ninth inning, the 
score is tied, three men on bases, two strikes, and three 
balls. Little David has his head back, chin out, and 
his eye is on “Babe Ruth’ —and the whole pose tells 
you that “Babe” is going to fan the air and walk. 
Paul W. Bartlett the sculptor is a New England prod- 
uct, and so from his hand comes the David of his for- 
bears. The Frenchman’s Davids are, in the one case, 
making faces at Goliath, and in the other putting the 
sword in the scabbard. The American’s David is let- 
ting old Goliath “have it” in the name of the Lord 
of hosts (1 Sam. 17: 45). 


Growth.—And the Spirit of Jehovah came mighiily 
upon David from that day (v. 13). But David did 
not at once grow wings and become perfection on that 
account. After being baptized by the Holy. Spirit 
David had a long way to go, like the rest of us. But 
right down at the very heart of him there was the 
heavenly foundation. His conduct with Saul who was 
hunting him to death shows what had happened that 
day Samuel anointed him. Yes, David stubbed his toe 
and had a tumble or two—and what one of us does 
not have his “accidents” from David’s day to Peter’s 
day and to the Corner’s day? “All have sinned, and 
come short.” “The Lord hath laid on him [Christ] 
the iniquity of us all.” When the Spirit ef God moves 
into his temple (1 Cor. 3:16), the stains of the daily 
walk upon the pavement are washed away with tears. 
It is this that makes the difference between the Chris- 
tian and sinners, and makes it so hard for the unre- 
generate man to understand the Christian. He uses 
the ugly word “hypocrite,” whereas David and Peter 
and Ridgway and you were never better men than 
when you were crying with tears, “God be merciful 
unto me a sinner.” A great many splendid men are 
kept from coming into the church, not because the 
church has no attraction for them—quite the con- 
trary —-but because they know their weaknesses and 
their limitations. and are conscientious in the matter. 
They fear they might “make a break” and become a 
reproach to the church. They sometimes say, “If I 
was a member of your church I couldn’t do what I see 
some of your church members .do.” Then he picks 
out some poor weak brother who had slipped and fallen 
overboard and had to be fished out and dried off and 
rigged out in fresh clothes and started all over again. 
I have fought the rum habit with a redeemed drunkard 
after long years of “spreeing,” and used sometimes to 
think, as I gathered him from the gutter and took him 
home, sobered him and prayed with him, that he was 
a better Christian than I was, considering the fight he 
had to put up with the Devil and the many times he 
had licked the Devil before this time when old Mr. 
Devil had caught him off guard. (See Matt. 7:1.) 


CoaTESVILLE, Pa. 
we 


“From the Rabbis to Christ” is a thrilling and con- 
vincing story of the soul struggle for light and peace 
of Henry L. Hellyer, Director of the Christian Tes- 
timony to the Jews. It has been greatly blessed in 
bringing many of the Lord’s chosen people back to the 
Light, and may be had from The Sunday School Times 
Company at 25 cents in paper cover, and 60 cents in 
attractive board cover, plus 5 cents postage. 








Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 

the year may be had from The Sunday School Timess 

Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


1. July 3.—Saul Chosen King .........0ee00. t Samuel 9 to 11 
2. July 1o—Samuel’s Farewell ..............0.. 1 Samuel 12 


3. July 17.—Samuel Anoints David ........ 1 Samuel 16 : 1-13 


4. July 24.—David’ and Goliath .................. 1 Samuel 17 
5. July 31.~—David and Jonathan ...... 1 Samuel 18 : 1-4; 

19 : I-73 20: 1-42; 23: 15-18; 2 Samuel 1 : 17-27 
6. August 7—David Spares Saul .............. 1 Samuel 26 


7. August 14.—David Brings the Ark to Jerusalem 
2 Samuel-2: 1-4; 5: 1-5; 6: 1-15; Psalm 24 
8 August 21.—God’s Promise to David ...1 Chronicles 17 
9. August 28.—Nathan Leads David to Repentance 
2 Samuel 11:1 to 12: 2g 
4.—Solomon’s Wise Choice. ..1 Kings 3 : 4-15 
11.—Solomon Dedicates the Temple.1 Kings $8 
18.—The Kingdom Divided ...1 Kings 12 : 1-24 
25.—Review: The Early Kings of Israel 


10. September 
11. September 
12. September 
13. September 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 

department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 

accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the «conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 


Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
specially desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 
needed. 


Don’t Be Too Tall.—Look not on his countenance, 
or on the height of his stature; because I have rejected 
him (t Sam. 16:7). Point Loma, extending like a 
great lobster claw, protects San Diego harbor from 
the Pacific. At its tip there is an old Spanish light- 
house standing more than four hundred feet above 
sea level. The ancient theory was that the higher. 
a lighthouse stood the farther it could be seen. But 
like many other ancient theories, it has been exploded 
by modern science. The most effective lighthouses 
are from one hundred to two hundred feet in height. 
If higher than that, ships are likely to sail in under the 
rays, especially in foggy weather.—From The Cleve- 


land Press. Sent by J. A. Raiser, Bucyrus, Ohio. 
Prise illustration. 


Books in Looks.—Look not on his countenance, or 
on the height of his stature (v. 7). In the Boston 
Public Library there were alcoves filled with wooden 
blocks shaped like books with a strip of imitation 
leather labeled, “Nothing Within.” As new books 
are purchased the shams are displaced and the genuine 
ones fill the space. Are there not many such mem- 
bers of our churches who have an outward Christian 
appearance, but whom God must label, “Nothing 
Within” ?—From Record of Christian Work. Sent 
by Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 


Seeing the Pearls.—Man looketh on the outward 
appearance, but Jehovah looketh on the heart (v. 7). 
Through the utilization of the X-ray, the necessity 
of opening every oyster in the gathering of pearls has 
ceased to exist at a pearl fishery in the Ceylon Islands. 
The oysters are arranged in batches of a hundred on a 
moving platform or carrier, and are passed in suc- 
cession under the rays and above a special paper de- 
vised for direct radiography. Unless the subsequent 
development of the prepared paper betrays the pres- 
ence of a pearl, the oyster is not opened. If the pearls 
discovered are small, the oysters containing them are 
replaced in their natural homes, and from time to time 
are re-examined until the pearls are large enough for 
commercial purposes——From Popular Mechanics. 
Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 


Denying the Fact.—Man looketh on the outward 
appearance, but Jehovah looketh on the heart (v. 7). 
The great difficulty in preaching the Gospel to the 
world is convincing men of their lost state. “The 
Son of man is come to seek and to save that which 
was lost.” Unless a man believes he is lost, there is 
little chance of his accepting a Saviour. It is a well- 
known fact that an Indian prides himself on his be- 
ing ‘able to find his way and never being lost. On one 
occasion, however, an Indian lost the trail and wan- 
dered for days without finding his wigwam. At last 
some white men met him and asked him if he was 
lost. “No,” he replied, “Indian not lost. Wigwam 
lost.” This is just the attitude of many a man who 
believes that “luck is against him,” “society is all to 
blame,” “the church is a failure,” and so on. Every- 
thing is wrong; but of course he is right—From Rec- 
ord of Christian Work. Sent by J. A. Raiser, Bu- 
cyrus, Ohio. 


Tattoo Marks.—Man looketh on the outward ap- 
pearance, but Jehovah looketh on the heart (v. 7). 
At the Congregational International Council, held in 
London in 1891, Dr. Lawes of New Guinea described 
how he had seen and heard New Guineans, once can- 
nibals, at the prayer-meeting. “I have heard savages 
pray,” he said, “men with a tattooed mark on their 
chests, which indicated that they were murderers, that 
their spears had tasted blood. I have heard them 
pouring out their hearts in prayer to God as children 
holding converse with their father; and I knew that 
they had been taught by the Spirit of God.” The 
outward marks remain. Once they were the man’s 
pride and glory. Now he would give all he has to 
remove them. But though they never will be re- 
moved, though the outward man remains the same, the 
inward man is a new man, known and understood of 
God. To the casual observer he still remaitis a sav- 
age. The Lord who looks upon the heart finds there 
the heart of a son—From the London Sunday Schoot 
Times. Sent by J. A. Clark, Elland, Yorks, Eng. 


The President’s Record.—-He is keeping the sheep 
(v. 11). When Mr. Coolidge became President of 
the- United States his father paid him a striking com- 
pliment. “When Calvin was a boy on the farm,” he 
said, “if I was going away, and there was anything I 
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Lesson for July 17 
x1. Samuel 16.: 1-13 


wanted him to do, I would tell him; but 
when I returned I never thought of going 
to see if he had done it —I knew it was’ 
done.”—From the Christian Herald. Sent 
by J. A. Clark, Elland, Yorks, Eng. 


Why?--And Jehovah said, Arise, 
anoint him; for this is he (v. 12). Dr. 
Parker was once asked, “Why did Jesus 
choose Judas?” He replied, “I do not 
know. But I have a harder question to 
ask, ‘Why did he choose me?’” They 
that know God will be humble ; they ‘that 
know themselves cannot be proud _—From 
Moody Monthly. Sent by J. A. Raiser, 
Bucyrus, Ohio. 

b) 4 . 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
when thou dost call us to service for thee, 
may we respond with simple-hearted readi- 
ness to obey. Perhaps in this very hour 
thou art selecting some one in this school 
for very great service for thee. Oh, may we 
hear thy voice clearly! May there be no 
unwillingness to do thy will. Thou hast 
been preparing each one of us for something, 
in accordance with thy plan for every life. 
How little we .know concerning the call 
that may come to us at any moment! Help 
us to be ready and prompt to obey, trusting 
in thee for strength and wisdom! We ask 
it in Jesus’ name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Were you ever 
chosen for a school team — football, base- 
ball, or track? Do. you remember how 
excited you were when you realized that 
the choice had actually fallen upon you? 
That sort of thing is going on all the 
time, in school, in business, in every kind 
of life. People are watching you. Some- 





PREHOSEN FOR SERVICE 
BE READY ! 











thing you may think is a very little thing 
may be a sign to others that you are fit 
or unfit for the thing that they might 
want you to do. God has his choices and 
he has a plan for every one of us. He 
chooses whom he pleases for his work. 
Do you want to be one? Then be ready! 
The day will come when you least think 
of it. God grant that every one of us 
—™ as well prepared as young David 
was 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“God’s Way is the Best Way.” 
“Jesus, Saviour, Pilot Me.” 
“Holy Spirit, Faithful Guide.” 
“Deeper and Deeper.” 

“His Yoke is Easy.” 

“Follow Me.” 

“Precious Promise.” 

(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 

“I Sing of Mercies That Endure” (175 : 1-3). 
Psalm 89: 1-4, 15-19. 
“Within His Tender Care” (4s : 1-3). 
Psalm 23: 1-6. 
“Joyful Hallelujahs” (297 : 1-3). 
Psalm 146 : 1-10, 
“My Anointed” (268:1-3). Psalm 132: 1-12 


we 
For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


READ from the thirteenth through the 
sixteenth chapter of 1 Samuel. Your 
class will want to know why Samuel 
was sent to anoint another king after 
Saul had made such a fine beginning. It 
is sad to know that Saul did not keep 
on in the right way. 

Tell the class of Saul’s first two acts 
of disobedience. First, he offered a sac- 
rifice on the altar to God, which, al- 
though he was king, he had no right to 
do, He should have waited for Samuel. 
For this act God rejected Saul, and chose 
another who would obey him. ~ However, 
he did not tell Samuel whom he had 
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chosen until Sail disobeyed again. God 
sent Saul to destroy. some very danger- 
ous, troublesome enemies, called Ama ek- 
ites. God gave these people, their cat- 
tle, and their king into Saul’s hand, but 
he did not destroy them, as God had 
told him to do. Samuel told Saul that 
to obey was better than sacrifice, and he 
took the king.of the Amalekites and killed 
him. 

After this, God sert Samuel to Bethle- 
hem, and told him to offer. a_ sacrifice 
there, and call Jesse and his sons to the 
sacrifice, and to anoint one of Jesse’s 
sons king. Samuel did as God told him. 
When he saw Eliab, the oldest son, he 
thought surely that the king was be- 
fore him, For Eliab was tall and hand- 
some, But God whispered in Samuel’s 
ear, “This is not he.” Saul was tall and 
handsome, but he had not made a good 
king. One by one, each of Jesse’s seven 
grown sons passed before Samuel, and 
perhaps they all felt disappointed, for 


these.” 


all thy children?” Jesse said that the 
youngest one was keeping the sheep. Jesse 
had not dreamed that God wanted his 
little shepherd boy’ for’a king. But Sam- 
uel said that he would not sit down to 
the feast until the youngest boy came. 

The little boy had taken his rod and 
staff, and perhaps his harp; that morn- 
ing, and led his father’s sheep down 
through the cool, sweet meadows, and 
we believe he thought he would always 
be a shepherd. He loved God's beautiful 
out of doors, he loved his harp, and we 
know he loved the sheep. Perhaps it was 
that very day that a lion had caught a 
lamb, and David, trusting God to save 
him, had killed the lion, and had taken 
the little lamb out of the lion’s mouth. 
Yes, we believe the little shepherd was 
happy and conterited, and never dreamed 
of being a king. He was surprised when 
the messenger came and told him that 
Samuel, the prophet, was waiting for him 
to come and have a seat at the feast. 
When the beautiful, rosy-cheeked boy 
stood before Samuel, God said, “This is 
he.” Then Samuel took the horn of oil, 
and anointed David to be king over the 
people of Israel. The Spirit of God 
came upon David, and made him indeed 
a man after God’s own heart. 

Now David had been anointed king, 
yet it was a long time before he wore the 
crown and sat upon the throne. But God’s 





Samuel said, “The Lord hath not chosen | 


Then Samuel said to Jesse, “Are here | 
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plans never fail, and we shall see how 
patiently David awaited God’s time. 
Help the children to find the lesson for 
the boys and girls of today from the 
lives of these people of long ago. In 
Saul they will find a warning —he lost 
the kingdom through impatience and dis- 
obedience. David is an example —as a 
faithful, tender shepherd, he was chosen 
of God. He was obedient to God, and pa- 
tiently waited for the kingdom. 
oe “Saviour, Like a Shepherd Lead 
s. ‘ 


Cuiinton, S. C. 
we 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. God’s call to youth. 
2. Preparing for service. 








b paiy girls know, as well as every- 
body else, that theirs is the day of 
youth; that young people are given the 
preference: over maturity in business, in 
social life, and even in religious service, 
and that “the right to interpret all life 
for themselves” is being loudly voiced by 
many teachers of young people in edu- 
cational institutions. As to the outcome 
of this emphasis no man can now answer, 
for never before has it been so, fully ac- 
cepted; but you can help your girls to- 
day to see how one boy heard God's voice 
and prepared for his service, in long-past 
days, in this beautiful old story of Sam- 
uel’s anointing of David. 

1. It must have been a most dramatic 
moment in the simple pastoral life of 
that village family when that long row 
of Jesse’s seven stalwart sons stood be- 
fore the white-crowned old prophet, whose 
voice had for long years interpreted to 
his people the voice of God. Can you 
see the puzzled look in their father’s proud 
eyes, as that old white head shakes in re- 
jection of one after another, remembering 
God's warning to “look not on his counte- 
nance,” since he would look only on the 
heart? “No,” said the old prophet, “Je- 
hovah hath not chosen these. Are here 
all thy sons?” “Why, the youngest is 
not here—just a lad, who is out with 
his sheep,” answers the wondering father. 

And then can you see that lad enter, 
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ruddy and fair eyed, more puzzled than 
any of the rest, wondering what this 
solemn family conclave might mean and 
what might be his share in it—he who 
was quite accustomed to being forgotten 
on important occasions? Can you see 
him drop on his knees before old Sam- 
uel, bowing his young head to receive 
the anointing oil, as he hears himself pro- 
claimed Israel’s next king-to-be? 

2. Such was God’s call to that boy, as 
unexpected by them all, from the old 
prophet to the shepherd boy, as ever a 
“call” could be. But it was accepted by 
them all, and its fulfillment awaited 
through long years of preventing cir- 
cumstances, which yet prepared that boy 
in wonderful fashion far the service he 
was chosen of God to render to his peo- 
ple. Call your girls’ attention to some 
of the elements of preparation *: David's 
long waiting time, and espeefally to that 
statement of Scripture that, from the 
mofnent of his acceptance of God's call, 
“the Spirit of Jehovah came mightily 
upon David.” 

Now your girls are not going to be 
“caljed” through the visit of a white- 
haired old minister, at some religious 


ceremony, with an outward anointing and 
| announcing, like David’s. Your girls’ call 


may come through some quiet inward 
decision, or most probably through a long 


| series of small (2) decisions in her daily 


round of doings, each one registering in 
her heart a step further toward that op- 
portunity God will bring) into-her life some 
day. Will she be ready for it, as David 
was? Preparation must precede as well 
as follow a call, as is well illustrated in 
Saul’s failure without it, and David’s at- 
tainments with it. God can use unpre- 
pared hearts, but he very seldom does. 
Are your girls ready for his call, every 
day? 
Home Study 

Write down the things you think David 
learned while waiting the consummation 
of his call, that helped him fulfill it in his 
kingship. 

Decatur, GA, 
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Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: David seven times. 
Discussion; Name the outward signs 
that may deceive us in a man if his 
inner life is not right. 
Objective: A  God-centered heart — 
clean, true, and humble. 


AY, fellows, we enter upon a char- 

acter study today that will extend 
seven weeks. During that period we shall 
have seven good looks at David, begin- 
ning with his boyhood and ending in his 
mature manhood. We shall scan closely 
one who is described as a man after 
God’s own heart. 

Today’s lesson gives us our first glimpse 
of David. He pops up out of obscurity 
— just a country boy, a shepherd lad — 
and, even while a boy, becomes the 
anointed king. You will not find in any 
fairy tale or any story of adventure — 
no, not even in a Lindbergh New York 
to Paris flight—any more startling, 
quick-change episode than that which hap- 
pened among the sons of Jesse in Beth- 
lehem the day Samuel arrived there lead- 
ing a heifer. In fact, i think this ex- 
ceeds them all in interest and significance, 
because it goes deeper and extends farther 
in its portent. 

Fellows, the whole matter turns upon 
one little organ inside the boy David — 
the central pumping station — the heart. 
All through David’s career you will find 
the heart holds the secret of his great 
life and his great success. A woman met 
David one day and told him his life was 
bound up in the bundle of life with God 
(1 Sam, 25:29). She spoke the truth. 
David sang about it (Psa. 66:9). Out 
of the heart are the issues of life (Prov. 
4:23). Out there with the sheep in the 
wilderness, while David practiced with 
his sling and played tunes on his harp— 
even so early as that, his heart was right. 
He loved God and God’s law. He thought 


4.about God as he looked at the stars, and 
dhe made up his mind that he would be 
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God’s boy, and when he grew up he would 
be God's man. Simple little thoughts of 
a boy, you might say; but they were great 
big momentous thoughts, too, for they 
were God's thoughts for David. 

So it was, when summoned from the 
sheep pasture to come before Samuel, the 
prophet of God, David was chosen and 
anointed king. Eliab and Abinadab and 
Shammah were splendid looking fellows 
— big, strong, stalwart, and kingly look- 
ing, when judged by physique and other 
Outward signs. But God looks deeper 
than that. God looks inside. God looked 
at David’s heart, and it was clean and 
sweet and modest. What good is strength 
without humility? What good is power 
without love? What good is skill with- 
out faith? David’s brothers were all 
good show pieces for the parade, but God 
wanted a man he could use in the hard 
places, one who would not go to pieces in 
the crucible of kingdom affairs. So he 
chose not by the outward appearance, but 
by the heart. 

Each one of these seven glimpses of 
David is going to help us turn the testing 
searchlight on ourselves, fellows. This 
first one strikes right at the bottom of 
the whole matter. How’s your heart? “Is 
your heart right -with God?” God has 
need of men whose hearts are right. Can 
he use you? No matter what other tests 
you can stand, if your heart is unclean 
or lifted up with pride those other tests 
avail you nothing. On the other hand, 
you may have all kinds of handicaps and 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The, Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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limitations, but if your heart is right God 
will lift you to power and happy service. 
Will you pray with me this prayer of 
David right now, fellows? - “Create: in 
me a clean heart, O. God; and renéw’ a 
right spirit within me” (Psa. 51:10). 
GREENSBORO, N, C, 


Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the lesson of July 10) 


1. Is it not that, through his dealings with 
these men of old, we may find God’s stand- 
ards for men of all time? 


2.In his entire truthfulness with Eli, as 
recorded in 1 Samuel 3: 18. 


3. See 1 Samuel 8:6, first clause. 


4. He asked God about it (1 Sam. 8 : 6, sec- 
ond clause). 


5. His righteousness and his prayerfulness. 
These were the foundation stones in his char- 
acter. 


6. The failure to bring up his own sons in 
his own ways of righteousness. (See 1 Sam. 
8 : 1-3.) 

7. When Eli’s sons proved untrustworthy, 
God held their father responsible, but not 
so in Samuel’s case, seeming to prove that 
Samuel must have done all a father could 
to teach them true righteousness, and that 
God, who sees all things and judges rightly, 
did not hold Samuel responsible for his sons’ 
evil ways. At least there is no word or 
hint to the contrary. 


8. Joel and Abiah. (See 1 Sam. 8:2 and 
1 Chron. 6 : 33.) The reference in 1 Chron- 
icles 6:28, to Vashni, is thought by many 
commentators really to signify “‘and the sec- 
ond” and not to be the name of a person. 


9. The former perished in an earthquake 
(Num. 16:31), the latter cvidently escaped. 
The two families perished because Dathan 
and Abiram were both present (Num. 16 : 27). 
That of Korah, uninfluenced by his presence, 
for he remained at the door of the Taber- 
nacle (Num. 16:19), repented at the appeal 
of Moses, and so was spared. 

10. A stainless record. 


i. “Fear the Lord, and serve him, and 
obey his voice” (1 Sam. 12: 14). 

12. That the people would turn away from 
God. 

13. € recalled the “days of old,” and in- 
dicated that God would reward obedience and 
punish disobedience. 


14. It made them conscious of their sins, 
in fact, it was God’s confirmation that Sam- 
uel’s words concerning their wickednesse were 
true. The thunder may have been like that 
heard when God gave the commandments, 
and the rain may have reminded them of 
the Flood. 

15. Paul. (See Acts 20:33, 34) 

16. Note verse 23 of the lesson. 


17. Joshua. (See Josh. 24 : 16-18, 21.) 





Children at Home 








The Soul of Sonny 
By Julia Moore Evans 


* hAOTEER, may I help Sherman 
after school? It’s such fun watch- 
ing him clean the rooms, and helping 
with the coal. He just talks and talks 
and calls me ‘Parson.’ Promise on my 
heart I won’t play ball till I find my mitt.” 

But mother knew her boy, knew he 
never meant to break promises. Baseball 
was his favorite sport, and often she 
found a good sized cut of “Babe Ruth” on 
the back of a school book, or decorating 
the wall of his room. 

“Of course you'll not play without 
the’ mitt, Sonny, for wouldn’t it be terrible 
to ruin that right hand for: playing the 
piano? And that reminds me that this 
is Monday and the day for your lesson. 
Have you learned Narcissus or that new 
march ?” 

“No, ma’am; but, oh, mother, Sherman 
gets so lonesome and I do want to look 
at the game. ‘Hills’ and ‘Flats’ are 
trying out, and Saturday we'll have a 
sure-enough game. Maybe I’ll find my 
mitt by that time. I’d like to punch the 
kid! Say, Mud, can’t I stay and have 
the lesson tomorrow ?” 

Mother was firm, and pointed out the 
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in playing with temptation. As he left 
the school building that afternoon, he 
looked rather sadly at the slightly crip- 
pled janitor, amd rather longingly at the 
clump of boys getting ready for the “try- 
out.’ 

“And one-two and three-four and—” 
but the music teacher found Sonny rather 
listless, and the sweetness of the old 
favorite was lost in the boy’s disappoint- 
ment. He liked marches, and Sousa was 
his musical hero. A brand new piece 
from the pepular composer lay on the 
piano ready for just this emergency. It 
was partly covered with music, but the 
newness shone, and before many minutes 
the boy had almost forgotten Sherman 
and the game in the firm tread of the 
march. 

“Tell you what I’ll do, Sonny,” said 
the teacher who was old enough to be 
wise and young enough to understand 
Sonny. “If you'll learn Narcissus by 
Saturday, I'll make you a plate of candy 
— fudge, divinity, and —” 

“And patience?”’ asked the boy, his 
mouth watering. ~ 

“And patience,” said the teacher with 
a smile. 

Saturday came and-not a minute had 
Sonny helped the school janitor.or. played 
baseball. Narcissus had been learned 
to the teacher’s satisfaction, and the 
candy brought home and hidden. But he 
was plainly worried. The fact had been 
noticed at breakfast, in spite of the .de- 
licious grapefruit and the large dish. of 
his favorite cereal, to say nothing of two 
eggs. Mother guessed the reason for his 
humor. It was her birthday, and his 
weekly allowance was not enough for 
a present. 

There was a little cream pitcher in a 
window down town that exactly matched 
a larger one, much: prized by his mother. 
Just thirty cents! Other. boys, no older 
than he, worked on Saturdays -and had 
plenty of spending money, while he must 
study and practice, do a. few chores, and 
have a twenty-five-cent allowance! Sonny 
was a very affectionate boy to his parents, 
but now he was grieved over: the situa- 
tion. Looking up from the wood he was 
cutting, he saw a truck driven by a boy 
of thirteen; and a week after mother’s 
birthday, he would be just that! 

At noon the boy’s face had brightened, 
even before he had seen the chocolate pie 
and spaghetti, which were prime favorites. 
Mother had understood the morning 
gloom, and now wondered at the noon 
brightness. She knew his habit of re- 
membering the “Eighth,” his spending 
nature, and guessed the state of his purse. 
What she did not know was the fact 
of a very earnest conversation between a 
white boy and a crippled black man, some 
time between morning and noon. 

A persimmon hunt had been planned by 
the family, and the drive through autumn 
woods was anticipated with much pleas- 
ure. Sonny’s tasks were not finished, 
so he was ieft at home. His parents and 
sister with a girl companion started gayly 
off at one o’clock. Just as gayly he waved 
good-by from the back yard. 

“Now, Sonny, to your task: wood and 
kindling in and ashes out by two o’clock. 
Then Sherman and—” Here he stopped, 
and went *9 work in earnest. 

“Thought vou’d come, Parson. Git hol’ 
o’ dat scuttle and we'll have dat bin 
filled in no. time. Ain’t got much money, 
but how much you need for dat pitcher, 
honey? Just ten cents, you say? All 
right, you move “long kind o’ pert, and 
we'll see, and den me’n you'll have a 
peep at dat game, won’ we?” Sonny’s 
conscience had’ a twinge, for his mitt had 
not been found. 

But carrying coal up and bringing 
empty scuttles down made him forget. 
He forgot until he had that shining new 
dime clutched in his right hand, and, 
by the side of his black friend, was 
watching the boys “warm up.” How the 
“Hills” did play! and how the “Flats,” 
—his side,—were losing! He could 
shake that catcher, his substitute while 
his mitt was missing! Suddenly some- 
thing happened. The poor substitute made 
his worst failure. Then -a wild yell. 
“Come on, Sonny! Let’s beat ’em!” 

Everything forgotten, — mother, birth- 
day, all except that “Flats” must beat, — 
he rushed up to the plate. As he held 





danger to his soul as well as. to his hand 
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shining and accusing, fell and made a 
sharp sound on the stone. at his feet. 
Then Sonny remembered. 

The hunters returned later than they 
had planned. The woods were interest- 
ing, persimmons plentiful, and a long- 
promised visit was made to a neighbor- 
ing farm.. So it was almost dark -when 
they saw a silent figure parading up and 
down the walk in front of the home. 
The house was uninviting, so he had pre- 
ferred the street light. Now it was easy 
to go in, turn on the lights, and meet 
mother as she came in from the garage; 
to meet her with a curiously-shaped pack- 
age in one hand and a ‘napkin-covered 
plate in the other. 

P Ky for you, mother, on your birth- 
ay ! 

“Why, what a lovely pitcher Sonny, 
just like the one on the table that father 
gave me the day you were born. And, 
Oh, what lovely candy, — fudge, and di- 
vinity, and patience! But-Sonny-how-did- 
you-do-it ?” 

It was easy to tell about Narcissus, but 
to mention Sherman and the game when 
mother was so happy and so near! 
Sonny was brave. 

“T helped Sherman and he paid me, — 
and, mother, I saw the game—part of 
it—”’ He stopped, for mother had drop- 
ped the arm that had been about him, 
almost dropped the pitcher as she said, 
“But, Sonny, your soul!” 

‘In his boyish way, he drew her arm 
around him again, and _ whispered, 
“Mother, I never played — just started 
to, and the dime made me think.” 

She drew him to her and kissed him 
as a tear fell right into the almost dearly- 
bought pitcher! 

But mother had a package, too, which 
she had laid in a chair. On the country 
visit she had seen something strangely 
familiar, and asked if it were not found 
on the school campus. Sonny ‘unrolled it 
and there—unharmed—was his mitt. 
His shout was mingled with another at 
the door: “Flats won,”’—for the sub- 
stitute had “come back.” 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





July 24. What Are Causes and Cures of Un- 
rest? Psa. 43:1-5; Matt. 11 : 28-30. 

July 31. Great Missionary Characters. 2Cor. 
Il : 23-28. 

August 7. What Does the Bible Reveal About 
God? Gen. 1:1; 1 John 4: 16, (Consecra- 
tion meeting.) 

August 14. Modern Prejudices to Be Over- 
come. Acts 10 : 34, 35. 


Sunday, July 17 


Applyirg Christian Standards in Amuse- 
ments (Phil. 4:8; 1 Cor. 6:12; 
8:12, 13) 





Mon.—Standard of fair play (Gen. a: 
22-24). 

Tues.—Re-creation (Mark 6:31), — =m + 

Wed.—Harmful amusements (1 Cor. 10: 
1-7). 

Thurs.—Misused amusements (Matt. ir: 
16-19). 

Fri—Generosity (Gen. 13: 9). 

Sat.—Think of the weak (Rom. 15 : 1-6). 











What do you think Christ’s principal stand- 
ard would be? 

How do our town’s amusements fall short 
of Christian standards? 


How may we improve our social life? 


A MAN was hurrying along the street 
one evening as a great army of clerks 
was hurrying out from one of the stores 
like a swarm of bees. Suddenly he was 
conscious_of two young men at his side, 
one of them asking the other to go with 
him to a place of entertainment, and he 
noticed the tone of decision as the an- 
swer was given: 

“No, thank you, I am going straight 
home,” and away the speaker went at 
a quick, strong stride. 

Perhaps if we, as Christians, keep in 





up his bare hand, the dinie, bright and 


mind our destination, it will help us to 
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‘ was not written for one generation alone, 


_ less enough, the Christian cannot indulge, 
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Lesson for July 17 


x Samuel 16: 1-13 


decide many questions of amusement that 
come to us day by day. Shall we not ask 
God to give us the single eye, and a will | 
so set to do his will that the useless and | 
harmful diversions will have no lure for | 
us, and we can say to their invitations, 
“No, thank you, I am going straight 
home” ? 
se 


Many seem to think that the chief 
Christian doctrine concerning amusement 
is, “Don’t.” As a matter of fact, 
there are very few of the modern so- 
called amusements about which the Bible 
Says anything at all. It does deal with 
the vices found in modern amusements 


and the like, but it says very little con- 
cerning the amusements themselves. The 
Holy Spirit, in writing the Word, knew 
that the types and forms of amusements 
would change but sin would remain the 
same throughout the ages. And the Bible 


but for all mankind. 

._In this age of grace, Paul makes it 
clear that all things are lawful for the 
believer, aside from deliberate sin (1 
Cor. 6:12). There are other factors, 
however, that come into play. In many 
things that, in themselves, may be harm- 


because of the evil use to which some 
men put them. There is nothing inher- 
ently wrong in a deck of cards or in a 


associations a Christian who uses them 
instantly puts himself into the same com- 
pany with those who use these forms of 
amusement for dishonest and dishonor- 
able purposes. 

In one sense, aside from neglecting the 
house of God, the e may be no harm 
come to a bystander watching a game of 
Sunday baseball or Sunday football. But 
in so doing the Christian takes his place 
with those who dishonor the Lord’s Day 
and by his presence gives his approval 
to the practice. In other words, he is 
re eg in the way of sinners (Psa. 
IsI). 

It might be conceded for the sake of 
argument, although it is a false premise, 
that a Christian might attend the theater, 
go to movies, and indulge in the dance, 
being careful to choose only the best in 
each of these fields of amusement, and 
not be especially harmed. Yet here again 
he takes sides with those who have fought 
a relentless, and age-long battle against 
the right and helps support them. Houses 
of ill fame would be hard put if the 
dance were to be eliminated. Those 
who guard the observance of the Lord’s 
Day find their bitterest and most per- 
sistent enemies’ among the movie and 
theater operators, and the theater has 
ever been a problem for those who are 
seeking -to better moral conditions. 


But there is a deeper and far more im- 
portant responsibility upon each Chris- 
tian in considering the matter of his 
amusements. Not only must he weigh 
the effect upon himself but the effect 
upon others. Even though he may come 
from a Sunday baseball game, or from 
the theater, or dance, unharmed because 
he: was strong enough to resist the in- 
sidious temptation found in them, by 
his example he is encouraging others 
to indulge in these forms of ‘amusement. 
They may not be able to resist the 
Tempter. 

It may be possible for a Christian to 
go into a fast night club and refuse invi- 
tations to drink, yet. his presence there 
might be the very thing that decides 
some weaker brother to visit such a 
place and through that first step be sent 
to his ruin. 

Paul went so far as to say that if he 
found that the eating of meat was the 
means of causing one of his brethren to 
stumble he would cease eating meat, not 
hecause it was harmful to him but because 
it might work harm to another (1 Cor. 


$: 19). si 


There are two verses that will help us 
as young Christians to decide our duty 
to God and to our fellowmen in the field 
of amusement. They are easy to remem- 
ber, because they are both the first verses 
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of the Bible. The first is in Romans and |! 
the second in Hebrews: 

“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by 
the mercies of God, that ye present your 
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable 
unto God, which is your reasonable serv- 
ice’ (Rom. 12:1). It is not an unrea- | 
sonable thing that God asks of us, ior 
he has bought us and we are not our own. 
His plea that we present ourselves to 
him, a living sacrifice, means not only 
giving to him what belongs to him, but 
obtaining from him the fullest possible 
measure of his loving care and guidance 
and enabling strength. 

The other reason is seen in the He- 
brews reference: 
“Wherefore seeing we also aré com- 
passed about with so great a cloud of 
witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, 
and the sin which doth so easily beset 
us, and let us run with patience the race 
that is set before us” (Heb. 12:1). 
This life is not our goal, but for. the 
Christian is merely a time of schooling 
and training for eternal life beyond the 
grave. There are many things that are 
well enough in themselves that students 
or athletes cannot indulge in if they wish 
to reach the top of the ladder. t us 
then as Christians be willing to forego 
such amusements and pleasures as would 
hinder us in reaching the goal that the 
Lord Jesus Christ has set for: us, or that 
would stunt our growth in preparing for 
the life that is to come. 
We would think ar athlete foolish who 
refused the self-denial -and self-discipline 
of his training days and thereby lost 
the far more worthwhile prize given to 
the winner of the race. Let us not be 
equally foolish, but let us ask God to 
give us a true sense of value that will 
enable us right!y to choose between those 
harmless amusements that will refresh 
and stimulate us and those that, while 
giving us a temporary thrill, will only 
hinder and hold us back as we run the 
race set before us. 

we 

What amusements do I know are hinder- 
ing me? 

Am I willing to let God show me any others 


that I may not have realized are holding me 
back? 


Am I truly being my brother’s keeper in 
the field of amusement? 
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The Victorious Life 




















q Immediate Needs at Keswick 


O YOU know that Victory Hall at 
America’s Keswick, containing fifty- 
‘four bedrooms, was made possible largely 
through $1, $2, and $5 gifts, principally 
from readers of The Sunday School 
Times? Those who faithfully gave what 
they could are today sharing in a very real 
way in the ministry of that building to 
hundreds of lives. 

Conference after conference has seen 
Victory Hall, which accommodates nearly 
150 people, filled with those who have 
been receiving, probably, the greatest 
blessing of their lives in finding the life 
that is Christ. 

Those who have followed the reports 
of Victorious Life Conferences at Kes- 
wick, as they have appeared from time 
to time, will have some idea of what God 
is doing through Keswick in these days. 
Miracles have been wrought in the lives 
of hundreds of defeated and discouraged 
Christians, many ministers and mission- 
aries have found liberty and a new joy 
in preaching a living Gospel, and scores 
of young people (some now on the for- 
eign field) have presented their lives to 
the Lord for service wherever he would 
lead. These blessed results could not 
have been accomplished without the build- 
ings to accommodate the people. 

Victory Hall is not yet complete. A 
number ‘of important comforts and con- 
veniences have had to be left unprovided 
until sufficient funds make it possible 
to add them. 

One of the most important and imme- 
diate needs is that of new beds to replace 
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BIBLE SCHOOLS AND INSTITUTES 








Evangelical Theological College 


(Denominationaliy Unrelated) 
RESIDENT FACULTY (Top. left to right): Prolewors L. S. 


fer, Anderson, Spangler, Perpetuo, Carroll, Browne, 


R. T. Chafer. 


VISITING FACULTY, Seriatim Bible Courses, one month 
each: Professors (left) Winchester, Ironside, Mackenzie,” 
(right) Gaebelein, Sutcliffe, Guille. 





Training in Exp 


ive Courses leading to Th.B. and Th.M. 
ands y Preaching and Teaching. Tuition 


Roa Foss 


ROLLIN T. CHAFER, Registrar, 3909 Swiss Avenue, 
DALLAS, TEXAS 











THE MISSIONARY | 
TRAINING INSTITUTE 


NYACK-ON-HUDSON, N. Y. 
| 
| 
| 


Noted for its beautiful location and historic 
surroundings. ‘Our main building will be open 
for guests all summer. School Teachers and 
Christian Workers in need of a vacation will find 
this an ideal spot for rest and spiritual refreshing. 
Guests will have the privilege of attending any or 
all of the classes of the Summer School without 
additional charge. Our rates are most moderate 
—$2.00 per day for transient guests, $10.50 per 
week or $45 per month. 


The Summer School opens June 14th. For 
prospectus and any desired information, write 
the Principal, Missionary ‘lraining Institute, 
Nyack, New York. 








JUNIATA COLLEGE 


HUNTINGDON. PA. 


M. G.-BRUMBAUGH, Ph.D., LL.D. President 
(Author of “ The Making of a Teacher’) 


A fully accredited 


Co-educational 
Christian College 
Solicits the patronage of Christian 
_Parents and earnest students. 
Large Faculty. Beautiful Location. 
Moderate Charges. 
Accommodations limited. Early applica- 
tion advised. 
Fall Term Opens September 13. 





Address The President 














.| expense of Lodging and Board. Write for 





those purchased from the Government at 


Brookes Bible Institute 


2051 Park Avenue, St. Louis, Mo. 


A School planted by God and kept by God 
for the training of His people in the use of His 
Word as His witnesses in Home and Foreign 
Missions and S. S. Work. 

The well-known, Fundamental truths of the 
Bible in every class. Tuition free. Resident 
students contribute $5.00 weekly toward the 


catalog. 








THE BIBLE TRAINING CENTER OF THE MIDDLE WEST 
Systematic, Interdenominational, Efficient, Practical, 
Scriptural, Inspirational, Spiritual, 

remillennial, Evangelistic. 


FOR CATALOGURK AND INFORMATION ADDRESS 
CLIFTON L. FOWLER, Dean, 2047 Glenarm Place, 
Denver, Colorado. 


TheDenver Bible Institute # ssi. “a 
Gye Sanday School Times 





very low cost to meet the emergency sev- 
eral years ago. New beds would add 
much to the comfort of those who at- 
tend the conferences. Special prices of 
$10 and $12 each have been quoted by a 
large concern interested in Keswick. Will 
you prayerfully consider whether God 
would have. you make an investment in 
this way, where the return in blessing 
is certain and large? 

Gifts should be sent to B. F. Culp, 
Treasurer, 80-82 Stafford Building, 1114 
Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


Calendar of Conferences 
Summer Season, 1927, Keswick, N. J. 


July 9$-17.—Victorious Life Conference. 
July 23-31.— “ “ “ 


Aug. 6-14.— * - ” 
Au g. 20-28.— “ ae « 
Sept. 2- 5.— bd ba si 


Meals and room for each of the above cor.- 
ference periods, except for the September 
week-end, $16. Registration fee, $3.50 addi- 
tional. 


All applications for accommodations should 
be sent to the Victorious Life Testimony, 8o- 
82 Stafford Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, 
Philadelphia. Reservations cannot be made 
unless application is accompanied by regis- 
tration fee, 








Boston Bible Training School 


EVANGELISTIC, MISSIONARY 
INTERDENOMINATIONAL 


Rev. E. J. Evans, Superintendent 
50 Kenilworth Street, Roxbury, Mase. 
You can be quickly cured, if yoa 


STAMMER 


Send 10 cents for 288-page book on Stammering and 
Stuttering, “Its Cause and Cure.’’ It tells how I 
cured myself after stammering 20 yrs. B. N. Bog 
6499 Bogue Bidg., 1147 N. Jil. St., Indianapelis. 











Subscription Rates 


_The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and South American countries, 
These rates include postage. 

$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50, 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each. per year. 

_In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 

TO CANAD3AN SUBSCRIBERS 

The postage on each Canadian annual sub- 
scription costs the publishers of the Times 
about 27 cents a year more than the postage 
on a subscription delivered in the United 
States because of the higher periodical rate 
charged by the Canadian Post Office on 
United States publications. 

Therefore, all Canadian subscriptions are 
receivable at the present rate plus 25 cents 
for postage. That is, the Canadian club sub- 
scription price becomes $1.7§ a year, and 
the single subscription, $2.25 a year. 

Enough copies of any one issue of the 

Paper to enable all the teachers of a 

school to examine it will be sent free 

upon application. 

The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
1631 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


































Do not fear | 
old age; 


Provide for it now 


‘Thousands of men and women fear to faceold 
age because they fear they may be in want at 
a time of life when their earning power has 
vanished, 


Now is the time to provide for a cheerful, free- 
from-financial-worry old age—to assure your- 
self an attractive, unvarying income. You do 
this by investing in American Bible Society 
Annuity Bonds. 

These Bonds provide absolute safety and ‘an 
attractive income for lite. ‘They have been is- 
sued for over fifty years without loss to an 


investor and produce as high as 9% accord- 
ing to age of annuitant. They are convenient, 
eliminate expens' 


e, banish anxiety, remove 
burdens, and the income 
never shrinks. 

One bond can protect one, 
two, or three persons. 

Write today for free book- 
let that gives all the facts, 

Ask for No. 16 M. 









Americas Bible Society 

ie House 

Astor Pl., NewYork, N.Y~ 
Gentlemen: Please send 

your booklet No. 16 M, to 














Large or Small Rooms 
As Occasion Demands 


TH Wilson Sectionfold Partitions a latze room 
can be easily and quickly subdivided into several 
émall ones, suitable for meetings and classes of various 
sizes. Adaptable to old buildings as well as new. 
Send for 40 page Catalog No, 24 
THE J. G. WILSON CORPORATION 


ESTABLISHED 18 
& East 38th Street 4 New York City 


Offices in all principal cities 
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BRON E TABLETS 


Designs and Estimates Free 
Ino. Williams, inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9), 556 W. 27th St.. New York City. 


CHURCH FURNITURE 
ae he ee 
DeMoulin Bros. & Co. 

2160 South 4th St., Greenville, Illinois , 








E 
use, 








For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


“Stale”? Prayer Lists 


HAT do you do with food when it 
becomes stale? What do you think 
the Lord does with prayers that are stale? 
Prayers that have lost all the freshness 
and sweetness and joy of the heart; that 
have little of rcal praise or communion; 
that have degenerated into a lifeless form. 
Stale food breeds obnoxious worms. Do 
prayers likewise? Is your prayer list a 
thing of life? Do you keep it revised 
and fully down to date? Are you guided 
by the Spirit as to each specific object 
placed thereon? Do you record the date 
of entry, the promises claimed, the an- 
swer given, the thanksgiving? . Do you 
take each thing to the Lord regzelarly, 
coupling with each object definite prom- 
ises? Do you ever forget that faith, 
that thing which is so necessary to ef- 
fectual praying and without which it is 
“impossible to please him” (Heb. 11:6), 
“cometh by hearing [God], and hearing 
by the Word’? (Rom. 10:17.) There 
is absolutely nothing richer in rewards 
than faithfully persevering prayer, 
grounded on the living Word of God. 
Keep your prayer life, and your lists, 
fresh and sweet day by day. 


July 11 to 17 


Mvun.—Psalm 89 : 19-37. 
Jehovah Chooses David as King. 


Read carefully Scofield’s comment on 
verse 27 (Scofield Reference Bible). How 
many times must these promises, or their 
equivalent, have comforted David’s heart 
through all his stormy career! The 
larger fulfillment came, and is still to 
come, in David’s greater Son. God’s stat- 
utes are humanly breakable (v. 31), but 
om covenant is divinely unbreakable (v. 
34). 

Prayer Suacestions: In some homes 
there are “family prayer lists’ as well 
.as the personal or private list of each 
individual, There are many things that 
parents and children can unitedly pray 
for; things specific, and things general; 
in the home, and outside; personal and 
public. What are some of these in your 
home? 


Tues.—1 Samuel 16 : 1-13. 
Samuel Anoints David. 


Men see conduct; God sees character. 
Men judge by appearances; God judges 
by reality. Men know the head; God 
knows the heart. And it isn’t what the 
head is, but what the heart is, that is the 
man himself, and that not only deter- 
mines his value in God’s sight, but eventu- 
ally even his destiny. “A new heart will 
I give you.” 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Some of the gen- 
eral objects on the writer's “prayer list” 
(shall we not unitedly claim Matt. 18: 
19?): The fulfillment of God’s promises 


II-31; 36:16-38; Rom, 11:25-27; Psa. 
122:6); in the Church’s behalf (Eph. 1: 
II-I4; 4213-16; §:25-27; John 17:20- 
24); in the world’s behalf (Matt. 24: 
14; Mark 13:10; Joel 2:28; Hab. 2:14; 
John 17:23). 

Wed.—Ezekiel 34: 20-31. My Servant David. 


Verses 23 to 30 refer to a restoration 
which is yet future. What a comfort 
to know that not a promise or prophecy 
of God can possibly fail of fulfillment 
(Matt. 5:18), and that no prayer offered 
in the Spirit can go unanswered! “There 





Assorted texts. 
For saved and 


GOSPEL STATIONERY. 


unsaved, roo envelopes and 200 sheets note or 150 


usiness size Bond paper. $1.00 for either offer. 


b 
MARANATHA PRESS, FILLMORE, N. Y. 


shall be Showers of blessing.” When? 
“In his season.” In God’s appointed time. 

Prayer Succestions: Additional ob- 
jects (see yesterday's Prayer Sugges- 





In ordering goods, or in making inquiry 


concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
you will oblige the publishers, as well as the 


advertiser, by stating that you saw the ad- 
vertisement in The Sunday School Times. 


tions): The Church’s revival (Psa. 84:6- 
8; Hab. 3:2; Matt. 5:6; Acts 2:38, 39; 
2 Cor. 6:14-18; 7:1; Eph. 3:14-21); the 
world’s evangelisation (Mark 16:15; 2 





in Israel’s behalf (Isa. 62:6, 7; Esck. 34 
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Acts 1:8); the Lord’s coming (John 14: 
S$: Acts 1:11; Tit. 2:13, 14; Rev. 22:20). 
Thurs.—1 Samuel 16 : 14-23. 

The Ministry of Music. 


“An evil spirit from the Lord” (v. 14) ; 
that is, an evil spirit was permitted by 
the Lord to work-upon Saul. But it all 
came about through ‘Saul’s disobedience. 
An old proverb declares that “Satan de- 
lights to fish in troubled waters.” Saul’s 
condition of mind gave Satan the advan- 
tage. Does yours ever? See Isaiah 26: 3. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Further objects: 
“That the word of the-Lord may have 
free course, and be glorified” (2 Thess. 
3:1). Why? (See Psa. 119:130; Isa. 
Sect; 200. Q:i2s FPR bag LO 
this end, that America and the world may 
be sown deeply (see Psa. 126:6; Luke 8: 
It) with the Gospel of Christ, which is 
“the power of God unto salvation to every 
one that believeth,” whether Jew or Gen- 
tile. 
Fri.—Isaiah 11 : 1-10. 

Christ’s Kingdom Foretold. 


Chapter. 10: 20-34 describes the tribu- 
lation distress of the Jewish remnant, 
and their Armageddon deliverance; then 
comes chapter 11, with its “glorious pic- 
ture of the kingdom-age.” Exactly the 
same: order, says Scofield, is found in 
Revelation 19 and 20. Contrast the fea- 
tures of this coming “Davidic kingdom,” 
as shown in today’s reading, with its long 
bygone predecessor, 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Other objects 
(continued): “All-that are in authority” 
(1 Tim. 2:2), not only in city and state 
and tration, but in ALL nations; for “all 
men,” and for kings and rulers, “that we 
may lead a quiet and péaceable life in 
all godliness and honesty.” 

Sat.—2 Timothy 2 : 14-26. 
Consecration of Youth. 


If you were to choose a “life verse” 
from today’s reading; which would it be, 
and why? There are at least two verses 
that should be memorized and oft re- 
peated. Which two do you think? The 
proof, as it were, of “them that are his” 
(v. 19) is that they “depart from in- 
iquity.” For results see verse 21. 

Prayer SuGGESTIONS: All evangelical 
pastors, missionaries, Bible teachers, evan- 
gelists, Christian educators, editors, and 
leaders; and all, including parents and 
teachers, who are charged with the re- 
sponsibility of teaching others or of mold- 
ing character (see Eph. 4:11, 12; 1 Cor. 
12:28; 2 Cor. 4:1, 2; 2 Tim. 3:14,.1§; 2: 
24, 25; I Tim. 4:11-16). 

Sun.—Proverbs 3: 1-6. Loving Jehovah’s Law. 


Read to verse 10, noting the even alter- 
nation of commands and the blessings that 
follow obedience: Verse 1, two com- 
mands; verse 2, three promised blessings. 
Verse 3, three commands; verse 4, the 
wonderful reward to those who. obey. 
Verses 5 and 6, two important “alls,” and 
their result in guidance. And so on 
through. Study each set. Memorize 
verses 5 and 6. 


Prayer Succestions: This paper, and 
all its departments and contributors. “My 
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church and pastor and all church asso- 
ciates, my Office associates, my neighbors, 
the afflicted everywhere”; these and many 
other persons and circles and objects are 
remembered day by day, as the Lord may 
lead. Let us all “pray one for another,” 
pray much, and always “in the Spirit.” 


AFRICA INLAND MISSION 


373 Carlton Ave., Brooklyn,N.Y. 


At work in East and Central Africa 30 years. 
Has now 40 stations, 200 missionaries and 





500 African teachers. Literature on request. 


Pray for This Work of Faith 














Rome and Babylon 
BEING REBUILT 


Will Mussolini or Feisal become Antichrist ? 
Which made a secret COVENANT with the Zionists ? 
Will 666 be a governmental license number 
Does history supply a key to: | : a 

The Asiatic revolt, the Crisis facing the British 

Empire and the Coming of Christ? 

“DEFINITE SIGNS OF THIS AGE CLOSING” 
is a valuable text-book on world events of today. 
ELEVENTH THOUSAND 
Cloth, indexed, 60¢ each. Paper, 35c each. 

One cloth and two erhet pies for $1.00. 
Money orders only. . KEEFER, Westport, Conn 


The Story of Lindbergh 


THE LONE EAGLE 

A story of Charles A. Lindbergh’s life, describing his 
boyhood and carrying through to his history-makin 
flight. Fully illustrated. ver 300 pages. Of vita 
interest to all. Price only $1.50 in United States. 
Order your copy at once. 

Agents! Every historical book has been a big seller. 

Big profit. Outfit free. 


WILMORE BOOK & BIBLE COMPANY, 443 S. Dearbora, CHICAGO 


. ‘Don’t Overlook 
Christmas Card Box Assortment— tris opportunity 
Everybody buys boxed assortments of Christmas 
cards. We manufacture assortments of the finest 
quality at very low prices for agents to sell at a large 
profit. Start taking orders early. Write today for 
information and prices. 
COLONIAL BEAUTY LINE, Box E, : 
395 Dwight Street, Springfield, Mass. 


SAVE A SOUL FROM DEATH 


This is being done in Africa, China, India, by Native 
Evangelists and Bible Women who are being sup- 
orted for from 77 cents to $2.00a week. $40 to $100 
ior a year. Write Rev. H., A. Barton. Box V, 
473 Greene Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y., for free 
literature. 


AWhole Year for $1.00! 
rae ILLUSTRATOR 


makes Sunday school teaching interesting 


Don’t miss it! Marion Lawrance said: ‘There is 
no other I likeas well.’"” Sample copy free. 


THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 


Earn $25 Weekly Spare Time 


Writing for newspapers, magazines. Experience 
unnecessary. Details FREE. 




















home, my loved ones and friends, my 


PRESS SYNDICATE, 1287, ST. LOUIS, MO. 








to the package. 
Every package with 
fill in the bottom line 


an article that every home has use for, and, 





package FREE. 


$25.00 to #50.00 
EASY SPARE TIME PROFITS 


Sell our Embossed Initial Tea Napkins packed three dozen 
Made of the finest Lyn-Kloth Crepe Paper. 


Cost 13c.; sells for 25c. Sample box 25c. 
30 Days Credit, Carrying Charges Prepaid. 


CLIP OR COPY AND MAIL NOW 


your own initial in Old English. Kindly 
quantity of each initial you desire. This 1s 
with our “Sample Box, sales are easily made. 

With every order of 25 packages sample 





GILLMORE BROS., Publishers, Reading, Pa. 











Pet. 3:9; 1 Tim. 2:4-6; Rom. ro:1I-15; 
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